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Xa loi Phét la két qua cua qua trinh huén tu Gidi, Dinh, Tué rat khé dat duoc, cho nén
né la ruéng phudc téi thuong trén doi”. Ludn Dai tri dé (quyén 59), néi: “Cung duong
xa lgi Phat, cho du nho nhu hat cdi, ciing dugc phudc bao vo lugng vo bién”. Luan
nay ciing cho biét, xa loi la két qua tu tdp sau phap ba-la-mat ma thanh.
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Xa loi Phat trong cac ban kinh

Trudc day nguoi ta khong tin la cé xa loi Phat. Mai dén nam 1898, 6ng W.C. Peppé, nguoi
Phap, tién hanh khao c6 tai vung Piprava, phia Nam nudc Népal, da tim thay mot cai hdp bang
da kha 16n, trong d6 cé chla hai chiéc binh bang da va vai dung cu bang da khac nhu tach
tra...

Hai binh dad mot 16n mot nho déu cd chra nhitng vién xa Igi. Binh d& nho dang hinh cau, chia
thanh hai phan thuong ha. Nra phan trén cé hinh tay cam, khac nién dai clia vua A-duc bang
van tu Brahmi, va ngudi ta da doc dugc ndi dung cla nd nhu sau: “Day la xa lgi cla Duc Phat.
Phan x4 lgi nay do bo toc Sakya, nudc Sravasti phung tha”.

K&t qua cla viéc khao c6 nay da chiing minh nhitng gi dugc ghi lai trong kinh Truong A-ham
va réi rac @ nhiing kinh khac vé viéc phan chia xa lgi cGia Phat thanh 8 phan cho 8 quéc gia cé
dai An D6 sau khi Phat nhap Niét-ban hoan toan la su that.
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X& loi Phat dugc ton tri tai Bao tang New Delhi (An Do)

Kinh Truong A-ham (kinh Du hanh) ghi: “Ldc d6 dan Mat-la nudc Ba-ba nghe Phat diét do tai
Song tho, tu nghi: ‘Ta nén dén dé cau lay phan xa lgi vé dung thap clng dudng tai trong
nudc’. Cac nguoi Mat-la nudc Ba-ba lién ha Iénh dem bén th( binh la tuong binh, méa binh, xa
binh, bd binh, di dén thanh Cau-thi va ci st gia ndi:

‘Chilng t6i nghe Dlc Phat da diét do tai day. Phat cling la thay ching toi. Vi long kinh md Ngai,
ching t6i dén xin phan xa lgi vé nudc dung thap cling dudng’.

Vua Cau-thi dap:

‘That vay, ding nhu ngai ndi. Nhung vi Dic Thé Ton da gidng 1am va diét do tai day. Nhan dan
trong nudc téi tu lo ciing dudng. Phién cac ngai tir xa dén cau xa lgi. Nhung diéu d6 han la
khong duoc!’.

Dong thoi dan Bat-ly nudc Giad-la-phd, dan Cau-li nudc La-ma-gia, dan chidng dong Ba-la-mon
nudc Ty-luu-dé, dan ching dong ho Thich nudc Ca-duy-la-vé, dan ching dong Lé-xa nudc Ty-
xa-ly, va vua A-xa-thé nudc Ma-kiét, nghe Bldc Nhu Lai diét do tai ring Sa-la & thanh Cau-thi,
déu tu nghi: ‘Ta nay nén dén dé chia phan xa loi'.

Bay gio, Ba-la-m6n Huong Tanh ding ra hi€u du moi ngudi:

‘Chu hién 1anh thu gido huan cla Phat da lau, miéng tung phap ngon, tdm khoac nhan hda,
thudng mong cho chidng sanh thdy dugc an lanh, nay ha Ié vi gianh xa Igi cGa Phat ma tré nén
tan hai nhau sao? Di th€ Nhu Lai néu mudn c6 lgi ich rong rai, thi xa Igi hién tai nén chia ra
nhiéu phan’.

Chlng déu khen phai. Ho lai ban nghi nén nhd ai du stc chia gitp. Moi ngudi déu ndi Ba-la-
mon Huong Tanh la ngudi nhan tri quan binh, cé thé chia dugc. Cac qubc vuong bén sai Huong
Tanh:

‘Nguai hay vi chiing ta ma chia xa lgi lam 8 phan bang nhau'.

Tiép d6 Huang Tanh lay mot binh dung lugng chirng mét thach, roi chia déu xa lgi ra lam 8
phan, xong, 6ng néi véi moi nguai:

‘Cac ngai ban bac cho t6i xin cai binh dé dé dung thap tho tai nha riéng’.
Moi nguoi déu noi:
“Tri tué thay. Nhu thé la thich hgp’. Va ho dong y cho.

Luc d6, cé ngudi thon Tat-bat cling dén xin phan tro con lai d€ dung thap cing dudng. Moi
ngudi cling bang long.
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Sau khi ngudi nudc Cau-thi dugc xa lgi lién dung thap cling duong. Cac nudc Ba-ba, Gia-la, La-
ma-gia, Ty-luu-dé, Ca-duy-la-vé, Ty-xa-ly, Ma-kiét sau khi dugc xa Igi déu dem vé nudc dung
thap cing duong. Ba-la-mén Huong Tanh dem céi binh dung chia xa lgi vé nha dung thap clng
duong. Dan ching thon Tat-bat dem phan tro con lai vé dung thap cing dudng.

Nhu vay, xa lgi Phat duogc chia tho & 8 thap, thap th 9 la cai binh, thap thd 10 la thap tro va
thap th 11 la thap toc, tho tdc Phat khi con tai thé”.

Nhu vay, theo ghi chép trong kinh, xa Igi Phat dugc chia thanh 8 phan cho 8 qudc gia dung
thap phung thd, va thuc té dén thoi dai A-duc théng nhat An Do, vua khai quat thap xa Igi &
nudc La-ma-gia (Ramagama) va 7 nudc kia, 1ay xa lgi phan chia thanh 84.000 phan dé trong
84.000 bao trap (cai hop nhd), roi kién 1ap 84.000 bao thap dé phung tho khap noi.

Xa lgi (O O), Phan $arira, nguyén nghia la t& thi, di cét, xuong c6t con lai sau khi chét, con goi
la that-lgi (O O ), thiét-lgi-la (O O O ), that-lgi-la (O O O ), tat cd déu chi cho xuong cot con lai
sau khi thiéu. Thong thuang, khi chi cho di c6t cGia Phat, goi la Phat cot (O O ), Phat xa loi (O
0 0O). Sau nay, tat ca chu vi cao tang vién tich, sau khi thiéu, tro cét con lai déu dugc goi la x4
loi.

Theo kinh Kim quang minh (quyén 4, pham Xa than): “Xa lgi la két qua cla qua trinh huan tu
GiGi, Dinh, Tué rat khé dat duogc, cho nén né la rudng phudc toi thugng trén dai”.

Luan DPai tri d6 (quyén 59), néi: “Cing duong xa Igi Phat, cho du nhd nhu hat cai, cling dugc
phudc bdo vo lugng vo bién”. Luan nay cling cho biét, xa loi la két qua tu tap sau phap ba-la-
mat ma thanh.

Truong A-ham (quyén 4, kinh Du hanh); Bo-tat x& thai kinh (quyén 3, pham Thuong, vo
thuong), Phap hoa kinh (phdm Dé-ba-dat-da) v.v... déu ghi nhan c6 hai loai xa Igi la toan than
xa lgi (xa loi nguyén ven than thé) va toai than xa Igi (xa lgi sau khi thiéu).

Nhu vay, chu vi Thanh tang, nhiing nguai da dat dugc giadi thoat déu c6 xa Igi. Tuy nhién, viéc
luu lai xa lgi tuy theo hanh nguyén cia mo6i ngudi ma ¢ vi luu lai toan than xa lgi (nhu Phét
Pa Bao, Luc té Hué Nang, Thién su Vi Khac Minh...), cé nguoi luu lai todi than xa lgi (Nhu Phét
Thich-ca luu lai xa Igi xuong cot, Cuu-ma-la-thap luu lai xa lgi lugi, Hoa thugng Thich Quang
Puc luu lai xa lgi qua tim...), tham chi cé vi khdng luu lai xa loi.

Su linh nghiém cua xa lgi Phat

Xa lgi la két cla qua trinh tu chiing. N6 vira la gid tri cGa su tu hoc, vira la bang chiing ching
minh cho gido phap cla Dl Phat that su dua dén két qua gidc ngd giai thoat.

Kinh Cong dic tam Phat phan xa Igi lam hai loai:

1. Sanh than xa Igi, con goi la than c6t xa loi, tic la di cot cla Phat va cac Thanh tang, gom
toan than xa lgi va toai than xa loi.

2. Phédp than xa lgi, con goi la phdp tung xa lgi, tic la gido phap, gidi luat do Phat giang day.
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Loai x4 Igi nay hién thi sau khi Phat diét do, béi ngudi Phat tr nhan thic rang, gido phap va
gidi luat do Phat gidng day ton tai mai & doi lam chd nuong tya cho tat ca chidng sanh, né
khong khac gi Blc Phat con tai thé, khong khac gi than cot xa Igi, nén goi gido va gidi luat la
phap tung xa lgi, hay goi tat la phap xa loi. Day mai la xa lgi dich thuc!

Vé xa lgi cla Phat Thich-ca, can c Dai st (Mahavamsa), chuong XVII, ghi: Con trai cla vua A-
duc la thai t&r Ma-hin-da (Mahinda) sau khi xuat gia d& dén Tich Lan hoang phap. Vua Tich Lan
bay gid [a Thién Ai D& Tu (Devanampiya-tissa) nhiét liét hoan nghénh va dich than hudng vé
quoc vuong A-duc dé thinh cau xa Igi rang Phat bang nghi thic trang nghiém nhat cta quéc
gia minh.

Trong Truyén Cao tang Phap Hién cling c6 ghi, vua cla nudc Su T (Tich Lan) cau dugc xa loi
rang Phat. Dai Buong Tay Vuc ky (quyén 11), cling ghi chép tuong tu rang, trong vuong cung
cla Tich Lan c6 tinh xa ton tho xa Igi rang Phat.

Truyén Cao tang Phap Hi€n con cho biét trong do phu Hé-la (Hidda) cla nudc Na-yét-la-hat
(Nagarahara) cé tinh xa tho xa loi ddnh cét cGia Phat, cho nén doé phu nay con cd tén la ‘Phat
danh cot thanh’ (Thanh tho cot dinh dau cia Phat).

Truyén Cao tang nha Buong di Tay Vuc cau phap (quyén thugng, muc Huyén Chiéu), cling c6
ghi rang: Huyén Chiéu tirng dén nudc Ca-tat-thi (Kapisa) dé€ |& bai x4 loi dinh dau cua Nhu Lai.

Dai buong Tay Vuc ky (quyén 20), chép rang: Lic Huyén Trang vé nudc cé thinh vé 150 vién
xda lgi nhuc than cda Nhu Lai.

Truyén Cao tang doi nha Tong (quyén 1), cling cd ghi rang: Lic Nghia Tinh vé nudc c6 dem vé
300 vién xa lqi.

Nguoi doi sau cho rang xa Igi c6 hinh dang nhu nhimng hat dau, rat cing va hai tron lang, phan
nhiéu dugc an tri trong nhitng thap nho dé cling dudng. Dai bd phan quan ching phat t& déu
tin rang sau khi lam & tra ty di thé cta ddc Phat, ngudi ta thu dugc rat nhiéu nhimng vién xa lgi
nhu thé, va rat cliing chac, ciing dén ndi dung bua dap van khong vd, nhung néu lay xa lgi dé
t&r cha Phat dé cat thi phan chia dugc!

Tuy nhién, trong nhiing thé ky gan day, tai An D8, cac nha khdo c6 da khai quat va phét hién
ra dugc mot phan trong tdm phan xa lgi cta dic Phat va nhan ra rang hinh dang cda xa Igi
cling giong nhu xuong cot cla ngudi binh thudng sau khi hda tang, ch khong phai la hinh hat
dau ma cling khong phai ciing chac nhu ngudi ta tudng!

Su linh nghiém cula xa loi Phat xua nay xay ra rat nhiéu. Chuyén do thanh tam cau nguyén ma
cdm dugc xa lgi Phat cling cé ghi chép rat nhiéu.

Theo cudn Truyén Cao tang (quyén 1), muc ghi chép chuyén cao tdng ngudi Viét Nam la
Khuong Tang Hoi, c6 ké rang: Vao ltc bay git vua nudc Ngb la Ton Quyén von khong tin Phét
gido, nén da ting triéu Khuong Tang Hbi vao cung dé€ hoi xem Phat gido c6 su linh nghiém gi?

Tang HGi ndi n6i trong vong ba tuan sé cau dugc xa lgi, cé hao quang nam mau chiéu diéu vo
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cung. Qua nhién sau hai muoi mét ngay Khuong Tang Hoi cau dugc xa lgi, Ton Quyén sai luc si
dung chay da dap xa lgi, ky la thay chay da vG tan ma xa Igi khong may may hao tén, Ton
Quyén khi &y mdéi tin Tam b3o.

Su kién cau xa lgi c6 cdm Ung nhu vay déu thay ghi chép trong Tam bdo cdm thong luc,
Quang hoang minh tap, Phap uyén chau lam...

Tuy nhién, can ct vao khao c6 hoc va nhitng diéu dugc ghi chép trong kinh A-ham thi Dlc
Phat Thich Ca da dé€ lai xa Igi ma ngay nay ching ta c6 thé trong thay ton tri trong Bao tang
quéc gia An D9, né tréng nhu xuong c6t cla ngudi binh thudng sau khi thiéu con lai, ch
khong phai cé nhitng hinh thu nhu chlng ta tréng thay trong cac cudc trién Idm va cho thinh
xa lgi tran lan gan day.

Do dd, thay vi chay theo nhitng gia tri hu do va phong trao, ching ta hay quay vé nuong tua
phap than xa lgi, tic la gido phap va gidi luat ctia Phat dé lai, nham né luc hanh tri nham
chuyén hda khd dau mdi la hanh dong hoc Phat, tu Phat thiét thuc nhat.

Thich Nguyén Hung
Nguén: Bao Giac Ngo
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