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Nhimng diéu But day gom Gido phap va Gidi luat (Dhamma-Vinaya). Ba thang sau khi But vién
tich, nhitng mén dé gan giii nhat cia Ngai da nhom hop mot hoi dong dé tung ké lai Gido phap
va Gi6i luat. Ton dic Ananda (A-nan), ngudi da 25 ndm theo bén But, tung k& lai Gido phap va
ton ddc Upali (Uu-ba-li) tung k€ lai vé Gidi luat.
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Anh: Minh Anh

O O VLGNNI Oy SQ S5 OO T T -

dé cla phap But dugc phan cong cho cac bac trudng thugng va cac mon dé cta ho ghi nhé
lay. Nhu vay gido phap cla But da dugc truyén day tir ngudi thay dén cac mén dé bang cach
truyén miéng. Trong hoi dong nay khong c6 su thém hoac bét bat ki mot diéu gi.

100 nam sau khi But vién tich, hoi dong lan thi hai dugc t6 chic. Chi vai diéu lién quan dén
gidi luat, ch& khong phai la gido phap, dugc néu ra ban luan. Tai hoi dong nay mot so tu si
“cap tién” Gng ho viéc thay déi vai diéu th yéu trong gidi luat. Tuy nhién nhiing tu si chinh
théng khong tan thanh, néi rang khong dugc thay déi gi ca. Vi thé mét sé tu si “cap tién” roi
bo hoi dong va thanh lap “Mahasanghika” (Cong dong Ién Tang ching).

Vao thé ky IV trudc Cong nguyén (CN), sau khi But vién tich hon 200 nam, dugi thoi Hoang dé
Asoka (A-Duc), hoi dong lan thir ba dugc t6 chirc dé ban luan va tung k€ lai ca Gido phéap va
Gidi luat. Nhimng loi But day dugc cac tu si cd mat tai hoi dong chimg minh va chap nhan, sau
nay quen goi la Theravada (Gido Phap Thugng Toa BO, Dau Nguon, Nguyén Thay). Sau ki hoi
dong nay con trai Hoang dé Asoka, ngai A-La-Han Mahinda da téi Sri Lanka, mang theo
Tipitaka (ba kho kinh phap But: Kinh-Luat-Luan), nhitng ban van kinh cé chd giai da dugc tung
ké trong ki hop hoi dong lan thi ba dé. Nhirng ban van kinh nay dugc viét bang tiéng Magadhi
(Ma-kiét-da), tic tiéng Pali, thd ngdon nglt ma But Thich Ca dung dé€ hoang truyén gido phap.
Cho dén lic nay chua ai dé cap t6i Mahdyana (Pai Thira; Co Xe Lén) ca.

Lan dau tién cac thuat nglr Mahdyana (Pai Thira; Co Xe Ldn) va Hinayana (Ti€u Thlra; Co Xe
Nhd) duoc tim thay trong kinh Bédng Sen Phap Mau (Saddharmapundarika Sutra; Diéu Phap
Lién Hoa), xuat hién khodng tir Thé ky | truéc Cong nguyén dén Thé ky | sau Cong nguyén.
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Nhung cac tir “thira” (Yana; C6 Xe) nay khéng hé tim thay trong bat ki noi nao trong Kinh dién
Pali (Tipitaka) hodac trong van hoc Pali. Ngay ca trong Dipavamsa va Mahdvamsa, nhiing bién
nién st cla Sri Lanka, cling khong thay dé cap dén chdng.

Thuat ng(t “Mahayana” dugc dinh nghia va mo ta ro rang vao khoang thé ky Il sau CN do
N&garjuna (Long Tho), ngudi tiéu biéu I6n cla Tong phai Pai Thira da phat trién triét thuyét
Dai Thura, trong dé nhan manh tam quan trong cta Slinyata (Tinh Khéng) - moi su vat déu
Tréng ROng. Sau dé Asanga, Vasubandu, Dharmakirti, Aryadeva, Dinndga..., nhitng ngudi c6
xuy trung thanh cta phai Pai Thua, lam phong phu thém van hoc Pai Thua. Nhu vay khoang
700 ndm sau khi But vién tich, hai thuat nglt “Pai Thtra” va “Ti€u Thura” méi dugc néu ra. Hién
nay tai Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Thai Lan, Campuchia, Lao, Bangladét (va ca & Viét Nam) con c6
nhitng ngudi cho rang Theravada la Tiéu Thira. Rd rang ho chang hiéu ho néi vé céi gi. Tong
phai Ti€u Thlra chi phat trién ¢ An D6 va khong lién quan gi téi phap But Theravada (Dau
Nguén; Nguyén Thuy). Therdvada khong ham ch(ra ca Dai Thira 1an Tiéu Thra.

Nam 1950, tai Hoi Lién két nhiing ngudi theo Phap But thé gigi (The World Fellowship of
Buddhits - WFB) khai mac tai Colombo, Sri Lanka, cac thanh vién cia WFB - ca phuong Bdng
lan phuong Tay - déu nhat tri quyét dinh loai bo thuat ngr “Tiéu thira”; ma nguoi ta da dung
mot cach khinh man khi néi vé phap But Theravada dang c6 mat trén thé gidi ngay nay.

Hién nay Dai Thlra va Theravada (Dau Nguon; Nguyén Thuy) la hai tong phai I6n c6 mat trén
toan thé gidi. Pai Thlra dugc truyén ba rong sang cac nudc vién déng, Trung Quoc, Nhat Ban,
Han Quéc, Tay Tang, Méng C6 (va Viét Nam - ngudi dich). Con Theravada dugc truyén ba sang
cac nuéc bong Nam A - Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Thai Lan, Campuchia, Lao, Bang La Dét, mét so
noi & Malaysia, An D9, Indénéxia (va ca Viét Nam - ngudi dich). Ngay nay ca hai tdng phéi 16n
nay dang dugc truyén b téi nhiing noi xa xdi nhat cia hanh tinh. O cac nudc phuong Tay da
cd nhitng cdng dong tang chldng da tu cach dé dugc dua thém vao danh sach nay.

Gido ly co ban cla ca hai tong phai hau nhu giong nhau. C3 hai déu ton xung dic C6 Dam
Thich Ca Mau Ni (Sakyamuni Gotama) - But (Buddha) - lam Thay; déu cdng nhan Bon Lé That
Sau Mau, thuyét duyén sinh, ba dau an hay la ba nét dac trung cta cudc ddi (chang cé gi con
mai, khé dau va chang cé Cai Téi) (H-V: vd thudng, khé dau, vd ngé) 1a cot 18i cia Phap But;
Tam Duong Loi la phap But thuc hanh; cudc séng trudc khi sinh va sau khi chét; Niét Ban la cai
dich cudi cing cla ngudi tu. Tat cd nhiing van dé néu trén la nhing diéu hoan toan gidng
nhau gilra hai tong phai, khong cé gi phai ban cai.

Vai nguoi nghi rang tu tudng B Tat la cla riéng Dai Thura, va Theravada chi néi téi qua A La
Han (su dat dao ca nhan) chi tu cho minh théi. Tuy vay ngusi nghién clu phap But ki ludng va
vO tu sé thay tu tudng Bo Tat cé trong van hoc Theravada.

Tu tudng Bo Tat vé viéc trd thanh But nham gitp d& nhiing nguoi khac con trong vong Sau
Néo Di Vé (Samsara; Luc Dao Luan Hbi) va tai sinh khong bi choi bé trong hé tu tudng
Theravada. Tuy nhién khdng cé nguyén tac ciing nhac rang tat ca phai tré thanh But. Moi
ngudi c6 quyén lua chon dudng 16i gidi thoat tuy theo sé thich ctia minh. Néu ngusi nao muon
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trd thanh But, nguoi dy phai tu hanh tot cung (Pali: parami; Sanskrit: paramita; Ba-La-Mat), la
nhirng ddc hanh dan téi qua But. Nhiing ngudi hai long véi tu tudng A La Han ciling cd thé lam
nhu thé, cling thuc hanh hanh tot cing. Khéng cé su ép budc. Dau rang truyén thong Dai Thura
chu truong nguoi tu Dai Thira phai chuan bi cho qua But d€ clu gilip ching sinh, van dé la ai
dinh cGu gilp ai, vi tat ca la But.

PIYADASSI trong “The Spectrum of Buddhism” Dich: Lé Trong Cuong
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