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THEM MOT SO Y KIEN VE PHONG TRAO CHAN HUNG PHAT GIAO
E

EP
O NAM BO PAU THE KY XX

Phong trao chdn hung Phéat gido d Nam BJ dau thé ky XX chua dat duoc nhiing mong
muén nhu ky vong ban dau, tuy nhién nhirng déng gop vé phuong dién gido duc cua
H6i Nam Ky Phat hoc, cua HOi Ludng Xuyén Phat hoc da cé nhiéu céng hién quan
trong cho su hinh thanh nén gido duc tan hoc Phét gido...
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Giang vién Khoa ly luan Chinh tri, Truong dai hoc Céng nghiép, Tp.HCM

Tém tat. Dau thé ky XX, Viét Nam dudi ché do cai tri cia thuc dan Phap kinh té-xa hoi ti€p tuc
chuyén bién sau sac. Trong bdi cdnh d6 doi séng tin ngudng, tén gido clda ngudi dan ciling cé
nhiéu thay ddi can dugc ti€p tuc nghién cu va trao déi thém. Bai viét tap trung lam rd nhiing
nguyén nhan co ban dan dén su bung n6 cla phong trao chan hung Phat gido 6 Nam B6 cling
nhu nhin nhan, danh gid mot cach khach quan nhirng nguyén nhan co ban khién phong trao
chan hung Phat gido khong lan réng va du kha nang tao ra nhitng d6i thay dé dua Phét gido
thodat khdi khing hoang, suy vi dat dugc nhiing thanh tuu nhu mong udc clia cac bac cao tang
va dong ddo nhirng nguoi chiu anh hudng cla Phat gido duong thai. T dd, hy vong gdp phan
lam séang té mot s6 van dé vé phong trao chan hung Phat gido & Nam B0 noi riéng va ca nudc
néi chung.

TU khéa. Chan hung Phat gido, Hoa thugng, HOi Nam Ky nghién ctu Phat hoc, TU Bi Am, Kinh
sach,

1. bat van dé

Phat gido c6 tam anh hudng rat I6n trong doi song tam linh d6i véi mot bd phan kha I6n cla
dan toc Viét Nam. Ngoai ra, Phat gido con c6 tam anh hudng ca trong doi séng van hoa, xa
hoi, dac biét trong thoi ky dat nudc ta bi thuc dan Phap no I€, Phat gido la nai khéi phat va tap
hop luc lugng hudng (ing nhiéu phong trao dau tranh gianh doc lap dan toc.

Nam B cudi thé ky 19 trd di trdi qua nhiéu bién dong chinh tri, xa hoi I16n. Su c6 mat cla thuc
dan Phap va cung véi chinh sach cai tri bao luc, ha khac da thdc day hinh thanh nhiéu phong
trao yéu nudc, nhiéu tén gido mdi lan lugt ra doi, tao dugc stic anh hudng I6n, dap ing nhu
cau tinh than cta céng dong va gdép phan thic ddy qua trinh xay dung dat nudc doc lap,
hudng téi xa hoi van minh, hudng thién va da van hda.

Dugi thoi Phap thudc nhan dan Nam B0 bi chinh quyén thuc dan ap bic vé cac tin ngudng, ton
gido va cac nét sinh hoat phong tuc tap quan truyén théng. Mac du chinh quyén thubc dia van
c6 chinh sach phat trién tén gido, tuy nhién dé la dong tac xoa diu lan séng dau tranh cda dan
toc ta, vi thé thuc dan Phap chi thira nhan céc t6 chirc tén gido cd Igi nham phuc vu cho céng
cudc khai thac thudc dia cda chunag.

Nhu vay, dau thé ky XX, 8 Nam B6 c6 nhiéu té chirc ton gido ra doi véi nhiéu muc dich khac
nhau. Trong dé phan nhiéu cac ton gido déu hudng dén tap hop luc lugng dé chong thuc dan
Phap nhu dao Cao Dai (1926), Phat giao Hoa Hao (1939). Trong xu thé do6 phai ké dén hai t6
chic Phat hoc, dé la: HOi nghién ctru Phat héi Nam Ky va Hoi Luong Xuyén Phat hoc. bay la
hai t6 chlc Phat gido tap hop nhiéu cao tang vai nhiéu hoai bdo trong hoat dong phuc hung
Phat gido Viét Nam va truyén ba tu tudng yéu nudc dén véi ching sinh thong qua con duong
hanh dao.

Cong cudc van dong dé chan hung Phat gido tai luc tinh Nam B néi riéng trén pham vi ca
nudc ta néi chung trong nhiing thap ky dau clia thé ky XX da dugc moét s6 nha nghién ctu dé
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cap & nhirng phuong dién khac nhau. Tuy nhién, khi ti€p can véi moét s6 cong trinh nghién ciu,
bai viét cé ndi dung lién quan dén cong cudc chan hung Phat gido 8 Nam B6 da dugc cong bd,
chiing t6i cho rang, van con dd, nhirng van dé can ti€p tuc nghién ctu, trao déi, dé€ lam ro.
Chang han, vi sao ngay sau chién tranh thé gi6i th&r nhat két thic (1914 -1918), phong trao
chan hung Phat gido lai bung phat manh mé & Nam B0 va Bac B, con trén |&nh thd cac tinh
Trung B0 van dé chan hung gap khong it khé khan?

Phong trao Chan hung Phat gido & Trung Hoa dan quéc, Sri Lan ca (Tich Lan), Nhat Ban, An D6
c6 phai la mot trong nhimng nhan t6 mang tinh quyét dinh dan dén su bung né cda phong trao
chan hung Phat gido & Viét Nam néi chung, Nam B0 ndi riéng dau thé ky XX nhu mot so cong
trinh da dé cap hay khong?. Vi sao, phong trao chan hung Phat gido 6 Nam B6 khong dat dugc
nhiing két qua nhu mong muén cda chinh nhitng nguoi khai xudng va dong dao tang, ni, phat
t& cling nhu nhitng ngudi cé cadm tinh véi Phat gido? Day la nhitng cau hoi can co su ly gidi
thdu ddo nham gdp phan lam sang td thém vé phong trao chan hung Phat gido & Nam B6 mot
thoi chan dong.

2. Nhitng nguyén nhéan thic day su phat trién cia phong trao chan hung
Phat gido 6 Nam B dau thé ky XX

GS.TS Lé Manh That, trong c6ng trinh: “Lich s Phat gido Viét Nam”, tap 1, cho rang Phat gido
dugc Thién su Phat Quang, truyén day cho Cht Dong T, tai chtia Quynh Vién, thudc nii Long
Thém mot s6 y kién vé phong trao chan hung Phat gido ¢ Nam bd dau thé ky XX
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Ngam, xa Dinh Ban, huyén Thach Ha, tinh Ha Tinh, tir thai Hung Vuong dung nudc. Chir Dong
TG va Tién Dung trd thanh nhiing Phat t&r dau tién & nudc ta .

Theo dong thaoi gian, Phat gido nhanh chdng lan tod dén hau khap cac vung mién cla ca nudc
va anh hudng sau sac dén doi song van hod vat chat, tinh than ciia moi giai tang trong xa hoi,
nhat la tu thai nha Dinh (968 - 980) dén thoi nha Tran (1225 -1400). Nam 1698, khi vung dat
Gia Dinh nam dudi su quan ly, diéu hanh cta chda Nguyén, thi Phat gido da cd lich st hinh
thanh, phat tri€n tr nhiéu thé ky trudc va cé anh hudng sau rong dén dai séng ton gido, tin
ngudng cla cac thé hé cu dan ti€p ndi trén vung dat rong ménh mong, tri phu thudc ha luu
sdng Clu Long. Sac sac, khong khong, vat d6i sao doi, dén thé ky XIX, lich st dan toc noi
chung, dong chay lich s - van hoa Phat gido ndi riéng trén toan b6 lanh thé cla nudc ta chiu
nhiéu tac dong, doi thay.

Trong dd, cé hai van dé I6n, truc ti€p dnh hudng dén Phat gido la:

Th& nhat, cudc chién tranh xam lugc toan bo 1anh thé vuong quoc Dai Nam cla nguoi Phap
(01/9/1858 - 6/6/1884) ma hau qua la vuong triéu nha Nguyén da khong thé bao vé dugc doc
lap dan toc nhu cac triéu dai quan chu trude do.

Th( hai, theo gét chan cua luc lugng vién chinh Phap, ngay sau khi ép budc triéu dinh nha
Nguyén ky Hiép udc Giap Tuat nam 1874, ngudi Phap da thiét [ap bd may théng tri § Nam Ky
luc tinh. Moi dac quyén, dac lgi vé kinh té&, chinh tri, van hoa, xa hdi,... thudc vé tay nguoi
Phap. Ti€p do, sau Hoa udc Harmand (1883) va Patenotre (1884) chinh phi Phap gap rut ap
dat cd mot hé thong cai tri trén toan bo 1anh thé Viét Nam. Chinh sach cdm dao, sat dao Thién
chlia ma vuong triéu Nguyén thuc thi tir dau thé ky XIX khéng con ton tai. Ngugc lai, Thién
chla gido budc vao thoi ky hung khéi trén ca ba x& la Nam B, Trung B va Bac BO. Minh
chiing cho diéu d6 chinh la viéc bd may chinh quyén & BDong Duong tao diéu kién thuan lgi dé
xay dung va dua vao hoat ddong hang tram nha thd Thién chula gido tur Sai Gon - Chg Lén, Bién
Hoa - Bong Nai, Can Tha, Quy Nhon, Hoi An, Pa Nang,... Quang Binh, Ha Tinh, Vinh - Bén Thuy,
Thanh Hod, Nam Dinh, Ha Noi, Hai Phong,... S6 lugng tin dé Thién chla gido § Nam B0, Trung
BO va Bac Bo cling tang Ién nhanh chdng tir nhiing thap ky cudi cung cla thé ky XIX cho dén
khi chi€n tranh thé gidi th( nhat bung né va két thic. Pham vi hoat dong cta Thién chda gido
tU lang xa, thon ap dén cac thanh pho, do thi ti cubi thé ky XIX dén nhitng thap ky dau cla
thé ky XX khong ngiing dugc mé rong.

Trong khi dé, Nho gido budc vao thoi ky: “Nho tan hoc ciing tan theo”, hé théng truong tu,
truong cong, s6 nguoi theo hoc T thu, Ngii kinh, Bac st,... 1éu chdng du cac ky thi Huong, thi
HOi, thi Dinh & Bac Ky va Trung Ky cling thua dan va chinh thic khép lai vao nam 1918 tai
truong thi huong Nghé An, va khoa thi hoi cudi cung t6 chirc tai Hué vao nam 1919. Riéng &
Nam B0 tU khi Phap chiém Luc tinh thi canh cla truong thi Huong da khép lai v6i hang ngan
hoc tro, hinh anh dng dé léu chong, bat nghién vao truong thi [Ui dan vao di vang.

Trong cung mot khong gian dia lich st - van hoa chinh su hung khéi cda Thién chla gido trén
ving dat Nam B0 tlr sau nam 1874 cho dén nhiing thap ky dau cla thé ky XX da truc ti€p anh
Thém mot s6 y kién vé phong trao chan hung Phat gido 6 Nam bd dau thé ky XX
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hudng dén Phat gido. Blc tranh Phat gido 6 cac tinh Trung B6 va Bac B0 cling nam trong boi
canh chung dd. Van dé chan hung Phat gido 6 Nam B0 luc tinh ndi riéng trén toan bo l1anh tho
nudc ta ndi chung cang trd nén cap thiét hon bao gio hét.

Tinh thé cang trd nén cap thiét hon bai vi: tlr cudi thé ky XIX, dau thé ky XX, thuc trang Phat
gido & nudc ta dang ti€p tuc ding trudc nhiéu kho khan, thach thirc néu khdng noi la budc vao
giai doan suy vi, khing hodng. Minh ching ré nét cho diéu dé la: Tang doan khong con tim
dugc tiéng nodi chung nhu thai ky nudc nha con doc lap, tu chd; dao hanh va su hoc clia Tang
ni, Phat t&r nhiéu bé sa sut. Tham chi, khéng it Tang ni con c6ng khai céng kich 1an nhau,...
Trén dia ban cac tinh thudc x& Nam Ky va ca nudc, khong it ngoi chua bi xudng cap, hu hong
khong cé kinh phi d€ stra chita, cac hoat dong lién quan dén Phat gido khdng con thinh hanh
nhu trudc, s6 Tang ni, Phat t cling gidm dan theo thai gian,...

Su xuat hién ngay cang nhiéu cac truong hoc do ngudi Phap dau tu, xay dung, truc ti€p quan
ly, diéu hanh & Nam Ky Luc tinh, & ca phia Bac, mién Trung dan dén viéc hinh thanh mot tang
|6p tri thirc Tan hoc ngay cang déng ddo ¢ Nam B0, nhat la & Sai Gon - Gia Dinh ndi riéng va
cad nudc ndi chung. Trong boi cdnh van hod - van minh Phap ngay cang dugc truyén ba sau
rong vao xr Dong Duong thudc dia, su ra doi cla cac to bado ti€ng Phap, tiéng Viét clung cac
nha in ¢ Sai Gon - Gia Dinh va mot so thanh phé méi dugc ngudi Phap thanh 1ap nhu Ha Néi,
Hai Phong, Pa Nang, Vinh - Bén Thuy,... ting budc lam thay déi dién mao kinh té, van hoa,
chinh tri, x& héi 6 nuéc ta. Trong d6, dang chi y la su phan hod sau sac cua giai cap ndng dan
& lang xa, thon ap, su hinh thanh giai cap cong nhan, giai cap tu san va tang 16p ti€u tu san tri
thic ¢ cac thanh phd, do thi, cdc don dién va cdc ham mo. Ngoai dia chd, hao phu, quan lai
dia phuong, nong dan lang xa, thg thd cong truyén thong, thi gio day, ngay trong long xa hoi
Viét Nam néi chung, Nam B0 ndi riéng con cé nhiéu tang 1ép, giai cap khac ma Phat gido can
phadi hudng téi. Nhitng déi thay trong dai song chinh tri - xa hoi dé va dang dat Phat gido Viét
Nam trudc nhitng thach thic chua tirng cé, doi hdi cac bac cao tang phai cé cau tra 16i dut
khoat, do Ia, ti€p tuc gilr nguyén buc tranh Phat gido nhu bao thé ky trudc va chap nhan qua
trinh khing hoang, suy vi ti€p tuc kéo dai hay thay déi dé dua dong chay lich s - van hoa
Phat gido Viét Nam thoat ra khdi tinh thé kho khan, ti€p tuc khang dinh dugc vi thé, tam anh
hudng sau rong trong doi song xa hdi nhu trudc?.

Ngoai ton gido, tu tudng con ngudi Viét Nam cling cé nhiéu chuyén bién I6n trudc su 6 at du
nhap cla van hda Tay phuong. Van dé nay dugc thé hién rd nhat la trong linh vuc bao chi ¢
thé k& dén nhiéu to bdo da ra doi va cé tiéng vang nhu: td Dai Nam Dang ¢6 tung bdo xuat
ban tai Ha NOi (1907) ké thira to Dai Nam Dong van nhat bdo, “Mang hoi thé clia phong trao
Dong kinh nghia thuc, to bdo cé nhiing I6i hé hao thuc nghiép, chéng nhiing théi hu tuc, mé
tin di doan, kéu goi hgp quan hgp tac” ; Bao chi thoi ky nay khong con la cla riéng chinh
quyén thuc dan nlra ma da xuat hién nhiéu to bdo tu nhan cla cad nguoi Phap va ngudi Viét,
Nhiing to bado vé gidi, bdo chuyén biét cling da xuat hién: Nam Ky dia phan (1908), N{t Gidi
Chung (1918)....

Tu 1865 dén cudi nam 1918, cé khoang hon 20 to bdo tiéng Viét xuat ban trong ca nudc, gom
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cac to nhu: Gia Dinh bdo (1865-1910), Thong loai khda trinh (1888-1889), Dai Nam DPang cd
tung bao (1892-1907), Phan Yén béo (1898-1899), Nong ¢ min dam (1901- 1924), Dai Viét
tan bao (1905-1908), Luc tinh tan van (1907-1944), Nam Ky dia phan (1908-1943), An Ha nhat
bdo (1917- 1933), Pong Duong tap chi (1913-1919), Trung bac tan van (1913-1941), Cong
luan bao (1916-1939), Nam trung nhat bao (1917-1921), Nam Phong tap chi (1917-1934),
Nam Viét té gia nhat bdo (1917-1918), Dai Viét tap chi (1918-1918), N{t Gigi Chung
(1918-1918), Quéc dan dién dan (10/1918-10/1919), Pen nha Nam (1918-1919).v.v.v..

Hoat déng xuat ban, bdo chi, van hoc dién ra s6i néi la cac nha in cling dugc thanh 1ap dé dap
ng nhu cau in an. Trong dé phai ké dén mot s6 nha in cd ti€ng tdm & Sai Gon nhu: nha in
Joseph, Tin Blac thu xa (37 - 38 duong Sabourain - nay la dudng Luu Van Lang, Quan 1,
TP.HCM), nha in C. Ardin, nha in va nha ban sach A. Portail.

Hoa thugng Khanh Hoa

Tu phuong dién ti€ép can lién nganh ching toi cho rang: chinh nhitng d6i thay trong su nghiép
dau tranh gidi phong dan tdc dau thé ky XX ma truc tiép la su bung né cla cac phong trao yéu
nudc theo xu hudng dan tdc dan cha trén vung dat phuong Nam ngay tu nhiing thap ky dau
cla thé ky XX, ti€p dd, la phong trao dau tranh theo xu hudng cach mang v6 san cla dong
dao cong nhan va moi giai tang khac trong xa hdi § Nam ky luc tinh va ca nudc ciing chinh la
mot trong nhiing nhan té thic day cac bac cao tang ¢ khap ba mién phai gap rdt tién hanh
Thém mét s6 ¥ kién vé phong trao chan hung Phat gido & Nam b6 dau thé ky XX
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cong cudc chan hung Phat gido.

Dong chay lich st - van hoa Phat gido Viét Nam tu khéi nguyén dén dau thé ky XX luén hoa
quyén véi dong song lich s - van hoa cua dan toc Viét Nam. Phat gido Viét Nam chua bao gio
diing tach sang bén 1é x& hdi, ma luén Nhap thé va Xuat thé dé cung moi tang I6p giai cap
trong xa hdéi gidi quyét nhiing yéu cau buic thiét ma lich st dat ra. Nhung, dé c6 thé khang
dinh dugc vi thé cia minh trong su nghiép cach mang chung cta ca dan tdc, Tang, ni, phat t
va hét thdy nhiing ngudi chiu dnh hudng cta Phat gido can phai thay ddi, cht khong thé ding
im dé lich st vuot qua.

Noi cach khac, nhitng d6i thay nhanh chdng trong dai song chinh tri - xa hdi & Nam Ky luc tinh
cudi thé ky XIX dau thé ky XX da tao tién dé cho cong cudc chan hung Phat gido & Nam bo.
Trong dé, dang chu y la mét bo phan céng chirc, vién chldc ngudi Viét nang long véi Phat gido
nudc nha trong b may chinh quyén sé tai  Nam Ky va nhiing cao Tang c6 uy tin 1én nhu:
Hoa thuong Lé Khanh Hoa, hoa thugng Tu Phong, Hoa thugng Hué Quang, Hoa thugng
Thién Chiéu,... khong thé khdng tim moi cach dé sém phuc hung Phat gido trudc nhitng doi
thay cua thoi cudc. T nhitng tran trd, nghi suy, cac bac cao tang nay, trudc sau nhat tam don
toan dulc, toan tai cho cong cudc chan hung Phat gido 8 Nam B0 ndi riéng va ca nudc noi
chung, cho du ho nhén thirc mot cach sau sac rang: Cong cudc chan hung Phat gido 6 Nam B6
rong hon la trén pham vi cd nuéc da/dang ding truéc mudn van khé khan, thach thic va khé
c6 thé dat dugc nhiing thanh tyu vién man trong mot khodng thai gian ngan, khi ma bé may
chinh quyén duong dai khong ding vé phia ho.

Coi ngudn sau xa dan dén su phan &ing mang tinh hé théng cta bd may chinh quyén thong tri
& BDéng Duang ndi chung Nam Ky néi riéng déi v6i nhitng dé nghi hét sirc khan thiét vé mot
cudc chan hung Phat gido cla cac bac cao tang dau thé ky XX la: Thong doc va bo may théng
tri do nguoi Phap xay dung & Nam Ky ndi riéng va toan bo bd may thong tri ¢ Lién bang Dong
Duang ndi chung, khéng chiu dnh hudng sau sac cla Phat gido nhu bo may chinh quyén cua
cac vuong triéu quan chl & nudc ta trudc day. Tham chi, chinh pht Phap va chinh quyén thudc
dia 8 bong Duong khong ngan ngai cong khai viéc thay thé, tham chi la xod bd hoan toan
nhiing gid tri van hoa - van minh truyén théng ctia nquoi Viét, thay vao dé la van hod phuong
Tay, 18y van hoéa - van minh Phap lam trong tdm, nham duy tri 1du dai nén thong tri cla ngudi
Phap & x& thudc dia giau c6 nay. Viéc nguoi Phap nhanh chdng trién khai chuong trinh gido
duc Viét - Phap, cham dat nén gido duc Han hoc truyén théng cla nguoi Viét vao nam 1919,
tién hanh cai cadch Huong chinh, mé dudng cho Thién chia gido phat trién,... gép phan minh
chiing ré hon cho diéu do.

Dudi con mat cla cac nha cai tri, hé théng gido duc khoa ctr Nho hoc tiing dugc nguoi Viét xay
dung va duy tri tr nam 1075 dén nam 1919 va cd hé thong chla chién dugc xay dung cling
vGi cac hoat dong cla Phat gido 6 khap cac lang xa subt tir Nam chi Bac cé tdm anh hudng
sau rong doi voi moi tang I6p nhan dan chinh la mot trong nhiing tré ngai 1én doi véi viéc duy
tri nén théng tri 1au dai cia nguoi Phap trén toan bd Ianh thé clda vuong quéc Dai Nam cd.
Viéc nguoi Phap xay dung trudng Hau b6 & Hué, budc nhitng ngudi trudng thanh qua gido duc
Thém mét s6 y kién vé phong trao chan hung Phat gido & Nam bd dau thé ky XX
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khoa cr Nho hoc vao hoc truéc khi dugc cat nhac, bé dung vao bd may chinh quyén, hay viéc
tuyén dung céac tri thirc Tan hoc tham gia vao b6 may chinh quyén cling nhu tlr chéi nhitng dé
nghi khéan thiét cta cac bac Cao tang & Nam B0 cho phép thanh 1ap mot co quan nghién ctu
Phat hoc & Nam Ky tir nam 1926 dén nam 1930 chinh la hién thuc lich sit chitng minh cho diéu
do.

Can phai nhan manh thém rang, su ra doi cla dao Cao Pai vao nam 1926, chinh la mét trong
nhirng nguyén nhan thic day céac bac cao tang va mét s6 cong chuirc, vién chlrc ngusi Viét 6
Nam Ky chiu anh hudng cla Phat gido gap rut tién hanh cong cuéc chan hung Phat gido. Trén
thuc té, chi sau khi thanh 1ap, mot thoi gian ngan, dao Cao Dai da thu hat dugc mét so6 lugng
dong dao tin d6 6 Sai Gon - Chg Lén va nhiéu tinh khac & Nam Ky. Nam 1926 khi méi thanh [ap
dao Cao dai chi mai 247 tin d6 nhung dén nam 1930, sé lugng tin do da 1én t6i 500.000 ngudi,
nhiéu Thanh that duoc lap ra & Chg Lén, Can Giudc, Loc Giang (hién nay thudc huyén Dic Hoa,
tinh Long An), Tan Dinh (nay thuéc Quan 1, TP.HCM), Chg Gao (Tién Giang), Thu Duc, Cau Kho
(nay thudc Quan 1, TP.HCM), Tay Ninh, Bén Tre, Tan An . Tham chi dao Cao Dai dugc du nhap
va anh hudng kha I6n vao dat nuéc Campuchia, noi Phat gido dugc coi la qudc gido. Dao Cao
Dai dugc phd bién sang Campuchia rat sém dé la tr nam Dinh M&o (1927). Ngay 22/5/1937, |1é
khanh thanh long trong Thanh That Nam Vang dugc t6 chic. Dén nam 1947, nguoi Viét &
Phndém Pénh da khanh thanh Thanh that Kiém Bién. Vay, day la mot budc tién kha dai dugc
danh dau, kiéu bao Nam Vang c6 nai sung bai Chi Ton va quay quan hoc Dao. Tuy nhién, Phat
gido Campuchia khi€u nai v6i nha Vua xin truc xuat Hoi Thanh Cao Dai va khdng nhin nhan té
chlc méi nay, vi gido thuyét Cao Dai khong hgp véi tinh than dan ching, lam hai cho phong
hda c6 truyén cla Quoc vuong. Cubi 1947, nha Vua ban bd cho rang dao Cao Pai la ta dao,
nhung dao nay truyén gido dudi su bao vé cta chinh phd nudc Phap, Thanh that Kiém Bién
van ton tai dén ngay nay.

Tu nhing trinh bay mang tinh khai quat trén c6 thé thay, dén dau thé ky XX, doi séng kinh té,
chinh tri, van hod - xa hoi & Nam B ndi riéng, ca nudc néi chung c6 nhiéu bién dong, déi thay,
trong khi Phat gido da/ dang ti€p tuc ding trudc mudn van khé khan, thach thic. Bay chinh la
nhirng nguyén nhan chinh yéu doi hoi cac bac cao tang, Phat t& va nhirng nguai chiu anh
hudng cla Phat gido sdm bat tay vao cong cudc chan hung Phat gido nham giadi quyét nhiing
yéu cau cap thiét da/dang dat ra. Theo thién y clGa chiing toi: Lan séng cai cach Phat gido 6
Trung Hoa dan quoc, Tich Lan (Sri Lanka) va mét so nudc 1an can chi la nhan té khach quan
gop phan thic day cong cudc chan hung Phat gido & Nam B6 va Viét Nam ma thoi.

3. Nguyén nhan phong trao chan hung Phat gido Viét Nam khong phat
tri€n rong khap ¢ ving Nam Bé (1931 -1945)

Trén thuc té, mong udc vé mot phong trao chan hung Phét gido trén toan bd nudc ta nham
gidi quyét cudc khing hodng ma Phat gido da/dang doi mat tir cudi thé ky XIX da manh nha
hinh thanh ngay tu dau thap ky thr nhat cta thé ky XX. Nhung, vi nhiéu nguyén nhan chu
quan va khach quan khac nhau ma cac bac cao tang va nhirng nguoi nang long véi Phat giao
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da khong da diéu kién dé thuc hién mong udc clia minh trudce khi chién tranh thé gidi thir nhat
két thuc. Ngay khi chinh ph Phap va chinh quyén thudc dia & Dong Duong trién khai chuong
trinh khai thac thudc dia 1an th& hai véi quy mo 16n trén toan ban ddo Déng Duong
(1919-1929) thi van dé chan hung Phat gido lai cang trd nén cap thiét hon bao gio hét. Khong
chi cé cac bac cao tdng d Nam BO ma chinh céc bac cao tang ¢ Bac B6 va Trung B da nhan
thiérc mot cach sau sac van dé do. Piéu dang tiéc la ngay tai Nam B6, mac du Hoa thuong
Khanh Hoa d& c6 rat nhiéu no luc trong viéc van dong cac tang ni c6 uy tin sém tham gia vao
céng cudc chan hung Phat gido & Nam B0, nhung mai dén nam 1923, véi sy tham dy cla cac
bac tén tdc nhu: Hué Quang, Chi Thién, Tri Thién, TU Phong, Chanh Qua, An Lac, Hué Dinh,
Diéu Phap, v.v...thi HOi Luc hoa lién hiép méi dugc thanh lap, v6i nguon kinh phi 400 dong
DPoéng Duong, do cai t6ng Nguyén Van Nhién lam thd quy .

VGi nguon kinh phi han hep d6, that khé long dé cac bac cao tang cé thé bat tay thuc thi
nhimg mong udc tét dep cda minh. Tinh hinh lai cang khé khan haon, khi ma chuyén di ra Bac
day ky vong cta Thién Chiéu d€ gap Thién su Tam Lai nham ban bac viéc xdc tién thanh 1ap
Téng hoi Phat gido Viét Nam khdng mang lai két qua nhu mong doi. Co hoi dé thanh lap dugc
T6ng hoi Phat gido Viét Nam nham thong nhat Tang tai trén pham vi ca nudc, hoach dinh chd
truong, chuong trinh hanh dong, v.v...ca trudc mat lan lau dai d€ dua Phat gido Viét Nam sém
thoat khdi khiing hoang khong thanh hién thuc.

Trong boi canh do, phong trao chan hung Phat gido véi quy mo I6n trén cd ba mién ndi chung,
Nam B0 ndi riéng lai phai doi mat thém nhiéu khé khan. Minh chiing cho diéu dé, chinh la viéc
thong déc Nam Ky nhiéu lan tim cach khudc tir nhitng dé nghij khéan thiét clia cac bac cao tang
nhu: Hoa thuong Lé Khanh Hoa, TU Phong, Hué Quang, Khanh Anh, Bich Lién,... suot tir nam
1926 dén nam 1930. Phai dén ngay 26/8/1931, Thong doc Nam ky J. Krautheimer méi duyét y
ban Diéu |é cla HOi va cho phép HOi Nam ky Nghién clu Phat hoc (Association pour I'etude et
la conservation du Bouddhisme en Cochinchine), dugc thanh lap, theo sé quyét dinh s6 2062 .

Hoi Nam Ky nghién ctru Phat hoc chon Chua Linh Son ¢ s6 149 dudng Douaumont (nay
la s6 149 duong CoO Giang, Quan 1, Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh) dugc 1ay lam tru sé. Co cau té
chirc ban dau cla Hoi bao gom: Ban hoi vién danh du véi cac thanh vién nhu Thong doc Nam
Ky Khrautheimer (Chanh hoi trudng danh du), Doc ly Thanh pho Sai Gon Rivoal (Phd hoi truéng
danh du); HOi vién: ba Karpeles -Truédng phong Khao clru Phat gido Lao va Campuchia, 6ng
Robert - Doc hoc Dong Phap Trung Phap hoc dudng va ba Lé Thi Ng6i; Ban Tri sy do Hoa
thugng Lé Khanh Hoa (Chanh hi trudng), Nguyén Tri Thién (Phd nhat hoi trudng), Phd nhi hoi
trudng la cu Tran Nguyén Chéan, Hoa thugng TU Phong va Hué Quang lam c6 van; Tha quy la
Tran van Khué - trudng thir quy, Lé Van Phé - phé thad quy

Thong qua danh sach [anh dao Hoi dugc cong bo nam 1931 dé dang nhan thay rang: mét |a,
thanh phan Ban hdi vién cé 6ng Thong déc Nam Ky va nhiéu céng chirc chinh quyén thudc dia,
vi thé ho cé du quyén luc chinh tri dé chi phoi cac hoat dong cla hdi, ké cd vé mat tu tudng;
hai la, thanh phan Ban tri su tlr ngudi Chanh hdi trudng cho dén c6 van da sé cling la nguoi cé
dia vi trong bd may chinh quyén thuc dan & Nam Ky, so it con lai la nha su thuan tdy nhu Hoa
Thém mot s6 y kién vé phong trao chan hung Phat gido & Nam bd dau thé ky XX
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thugng Khanh Hoa. Béi 1€ dd, sé khong cé su thong nhat trong tu tuéng va hanh dong cua hoi,
néu cac hoat dong va bién phap dugc trién khai déu phai nham vao Igi ich cGa chinh quyén
thudc dia, 1au dan hoi sé bi chinh tri chi phdi. Nhu vay, hoi da di ngugc véi muc dich da dé ra.
Mot hoi Phat gido ma thanh phan ban té chic phan dong la quan chilc, cdng quyén cla chinh
quyén thuc dan thi chang khac nao tao ca hdi dé€ cho nhiing ngudi nay lam tai, mat cho mat
tham Phap. Trong lic dé, Hoa thugng Khanh Hoa, su Thién Chiéu la nhiing cao tang tién bo
thuong xuyén lién lac va che ché cho nhiéu chi si yéu nudc khap noi dang bi mat tham Phap
theo ddi. Day co6 phai la mot trong nhitng nguyén nhan dan téi Hoa thugng Khanh Hoa va mét
sO su khac b héi va lam cho HGi Nam Ky nghién cu Phat hoc nhanh chéng tan ra?

Nhu vay, Su hién dién ngay tir dau cia Thong doc Nam Ky va mot sé thanh vién khac trong
Ban HOi vién thuc su la mot thir thach 16n doi voi cac vi Hoa thugng trong Ban Tri su cia HOi
Nam Ky nghién cttu Phat hoc khi hoach dinh chuang trinh hoat dong cua hoi. Viéc Hoa thugng
Khanh Hoa va mot s6 Hoa thugng khac da rat khdi hoat dong cla hoi vao nam 1933 va nhiing
nam sau dé do bat dong quan diém vé cach van hanh clda hoi, 1a minh ching ré nét cho diéu
dé .

Thém mot s6 y kién vé phong trao chan hung Phat gido 6 Nam bd dau thé ky XX
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Mot van dé quan trong khac ma Hoa thugng Khanh Hoa, Hoa Thugng TU Phong, Thién su: Bich
Lién, Lién T6n, Phap Hai, Chi Thanh, Liéu Nhu,... khé long duy tri hoat dong cta Hoi Nam Ky
nghién c(tu Phat hoc, xuat ban tap chi T Bi Am, tién hanh dich thuat va xuat ban kinh sach,
mé 16p dao tao Tang tai & Sai Gon - Gia Dinh va cac tinh khac 8 Nam Ky chinh la van dé tai
chinh. Nguyén nhan chinh yéu la Ho6i Nam Ky nghién c(u Phat hoc khong nhan dugc bat ci su
ho trg nao vé mat tai chinh ti phia chinh quyén sa tai. Trong khi d6, nhiing déng gdp tir phia
cac nha hao tam cho céng cudc chan hung Phat gido & Nam B0 la rat khiém ton so véi chuong
trinh hanh déng cla cac bac cao tang. Viéc hoa thugng Khanh Hoa va hoa thugng Hué Quang,
thanh lap Lién doan Phat hoc xa tai Tra Vinh (1933), t6 chlc dugc hai khod dao tao téng tai,

Thém mot s6 y ki€n vé phong trao chan hung Phat gido 6 Nam bd dau thé ky XX

Page: 11
https.//tapchinghiencuuphathoc.vn/them-mot-so-y-kien-ve-phong-trao-chan-hung-phat-giao-o-nam-bo-dau-the-ky-xx.html



TAP CHI NGHIEN CUU _o_

COQUAN NGON LUAN CUA TRUNG LU'ONG GLAO HOI PHAT GIAQ VIET NAM

dén khod th(r ba danh phai dung lai vi théu tai chinh da minh ching cu thé cho diéu dé. Mot vi
du khac la Ludng Xuyén Phat hoc do chinh hoa thugng Khanh Hoa, Hué Quang, Khanh Anh,
Phap Hai thanh Iap vao nam 1934, mé dugc 16p dao tao tang tai, nhung rét cuc dén nam 1939
cling phai déng cua vi thiéu tai chinh .

Dén day, c6 thé thay rang, ngay trong qua trinh van dong chan hung Phét gido trén pham vi
ca nudc ndi chung Nam B0 néi riéng va ca khi H6i Nam Ky nghién c(u Phat hoc dugc thanh lap
da xuat hién nhiéu kho khan thach thic néi tai cling nhu khach quan. Vi bat dong quan diém
cac bac cao tdng 6 Nam Ky va Bac Ky khéng tim dugc tiéng ndi chung. Trong khi, su hién dién
truc ti€p cla thong doc Nam Ky va cac vién chirc trong bd may théng tri sé tai da lam mat di
niém tin, tham chi budc hoa thugng Khanh Hoa va nhiing bac cao tang trong HGi Nam Ky
nghién cGu Phat hoc 1an luot rai khoi hoi chi trong mot khoang thai gian ngan. Nén tang cho su
hung khai cGia phong trao chan hung Phat gido ngay tir dau da an chlra day mau thuan, thach
thirc. Phong trao chan hung Phat gido khd co thé phat trién rong khap 6 Nam B va ca nudc
trong thuc té lich s&r nam ngoai sy mong doi do.

Phong trao chan hung Phat gido vung Nam B0 dugc duy tri tir nam 1931 dén nam 1945, trong
mot thuc té nam ngoai sy mong dgi cla cac bac cao tang chinh la sy thi€u théng nhat, tham
chi la bat dong quan diém ngay trong ndi bé ctia H6i Nam Ky nghién cGu Phat hoc. Nhiing
khao cltu ciia Nguyén Lang va mét sé nha nghién cu khac da khang dinh diéu dé. Theo ching
t6i, day cling la mét trong nhitng nguyén nhan dan dén phong trao chan hung Phat gido &
Nam B6 khong hoi du cac yéu to can thiét dé phat trién rong khap dia ban cac tinh, thanh pho
va c6 thé dat dugc nhing thanh qua 16n hon.

4. Nhan xét va két luan

Phong trao chan hung Phat gido ving Nam B0 ndi riéng ca nudc ndi chung dau thé ky XX da
giong 1én hoi chudng canh bao su khidng hodng, suy vi clia Phat gido Viét Nam vén c6 bé day
lich s& hang ngan nam trudc. Nhitng déi thay trong doi séng chinh tri - xa hoi cudi thé ky XIX
dau thé ky XX chinh [a nguyén nhan sau xa dé cac bac cao tang @ Nam B6 va cad nudc don
toan tam tri v6i hy vong c6 thé tao ra nhitng déi thay mang tinh can ban dé Phat gido thoat
khoi thdi ky suy vi, ti€ép tuc khang dinh gid tri, tdm anh hudng va vi thé cda minh trong mét
hinh thai kinh té - chinh trj - xa hoi méi. Nhung, khac véi nhiéu thé ky trudc do, toan b hé
théng chinh tri ma ngudi Phap thiét 1ap & Nam B, Bac B va Trung B da khong con la chd
dua dé€ cac bac cao tdng va nhirng ngudi nang long véi Phat gido c6 thé dat dugc udc nguyén
cGia minh. Nhin toan cudc, ngay tir dau phong trao chan hung Phat gido & Nam Ky va ca nudc
da thiéu di nhitng nhan t6 can thiét dé c6 thé tré thanh mot phong trao sau rong thu hat déng
dado moi giai tang trong xa hoi tham gia, hudng ing. TU Sai Gon - Gia Dinh dén ndng thon, bén
canh tiéng chubng chua, tiéng tung kinh gé mo va chiéc 4o ca sa cla cac bac tang ni ngay
cang c6 nhiéu nha tho Thién chia gido cung hang tram co sé cla dao Cao Dai va mot so tén
gido, tin ngudng khac. Trudc nhiéu khoé khan, thach thic qua trinh van dong dan dén su blung
phéat cGa phong trao chan hung Phat gido 8 Nam B va ca nudc trong mot thoi gian dai da dé
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lai nhiéu bai hoc hitu ich d€ cac bac cao tdng cung hang triéu phat t&r va dong dao nhimng
nguoi chiu anh hudng cla Phat gido ting budc dua Phat gido thoat khdi khung hodng, ti€p tuc
anh hudng sau rong trong doi song van hoa tinh than clda nhan dan trong nhimng giai doan tiép
theo.

Phong trao chan hung Phéat gido & Nam B§ va ca nudc chua dat dugc nhitng thanh qua nhu
mong udc cla Hoa thugng Khanh Hoa cung bao hoa thugng, cu si, phat t& va nhitng ngudi
chiu dnh hudng cia Phat gido, nhung dnh hudng cla phong trao chan hung Phat gido & Nam
BO cling nhu ca nudc doi véi dong chay lich st - van hod Phat gido ndi riéng, lich sir dan toc
néi chung rat dang dugc khao clu, nhin nhan, danh gid mot cach hé théng, khach quan va
toan dién hon.

Mac dU, phong trao chan hung Phat gido 8 Nam Bd dau thé ky XX chua dat dugc nhitng mong
muén nhu ky vong ban dau, tuy nhién nhiing déng gop vé phuong dién gido duc cta HOi Nam
Ky Phat hoc, cla HOi Luéng Xuyén Phat hoc da c6 nhiéu cong hié€n quan trong cho su hinh
thanh nén gido duc tan hoc Phat gido - mot nén tdng can ban dé tao nén dién mao cla nén
gido duc Phat gido Viét Nam nhu hién nay. Diéu nay dugc minh chiing cu thé qua viéc dau tu
dat dai, cla cai dé xay dung hé théng truong I6p mot cach bai ban; qua su hinh thanh céc cap
hoc, tur ti€u hoc, trung hoc cho téi dai hoc; qua ndi dung cac hoc phan trong chuang trinh dao
tao; qua viéc to chirc cac cudc khao thi, sat hach dau vao va dau ra; qua cac budi khai giang,
bé gidng va chu cap hoc bong cho cac hoc tang; hay la viéc tuyén chon cac hoc tang cé thanh
tich tu hoc tét d€ cr di dao tao ndng cao... Su hinh thanh Ban Quan Ii Phat hoc dudng nham
theo doi va dam bao cho cac chuang trinh dao tao dugc trién khai mot cach dong bo trong
toan hé théng gido duc cla cac Hbi Phat hoc. Néu thoat nhin thi sé thay day la nhitng hoat
dong rat doi quen thudc véi méi trudong cla chidng ta hién nay. Tuy nhién, néu dat trong bai
canh Itc bay gio thi d€ lam duogc nhiing cong viéc nhu vay qua la mot budc dot pha vé mat tu
duy va hanh dong vdi muc tiéu dao tao nhan tai ma cu thé & day la dao tao tang tai, bdo dam
nguon nhan luc cho Phat gido nudc nha vé sau .

Qua tham khao nhiéu tai liéu ching toi nhan thay rang: trudc lic cé phong trao chan hung
Phat gido & Nam B9, doi vdi Phat gido, Tam tang Thanh dién véi nhiing 10i day cla Dic Phat,
cla chu T6 la c6t tay Pao Phat, moi ngudi can phai nghién cu, hoc hi€u va hanh tri. Néu nhu
trudc day Tang Ni, Phat t&r déu phai tung doc kinh dién chir Han thi trong giai doan nay chit
Quoc ngr da ra doi 6 Viét Nam. Vi vay, bién dich kinh sach ra chit Quéc ngr la mot nhiém vu
trong yéu gidi tu si, cao tang nha Phat. Vay, cling chinh nhd d6 ma da day Ién trao luu dich
kinh Phat ra ch{r Quéc ngit, xuat ban Tap chi d€ viét bai bang chir Quéc ngir. Vdi cac hoat dong
nhu vay, cac HOi Phat hoc da cd vii su phat trién cta chit Quoc ngit trong xa hdi. DE thuc hién
dugc muc tiéu chung nay, cac Hoi Phat gido déu tap trung nhan luc tham gia cong tac bién
dich kinh sach va moi an pham tap chi déu danh mot chuyén muc quan trong dang cac ban
Kinh, Luat, Luan duoc dich thuat. Trong dé cu si van la nhiing ngudi déng gdp so lugng rat 16n
cac dich phdm, cac céng trinh nghién cGtu Phat hoc nhu: Lé Dinh Tham, Tran Trong Kim,
Nguyén Van Giap, Nguyén H{tu Kha, Tran Huynh, Tran Nguyén Chan, D6 Phudc Tam... déu la
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nhirng nha dich thuat ndi tiéng, uyén tham Phat hoc.
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