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Thich Minh Nghia
Nghién ctu sinh khéa Ill Hoc vién PGVN tai Ha Noi

1. Dan nhap

Lich st Phat gido An nhu mét ching tich dién hinh trén con dudng gap ghénh cla lich st An
DJ. Sust mét thai hung thinh, Phat gido An da dé lai cho nhan loai rat nhiéu thanh tuu quy bau
thé hién trong nhiéu Ilinh vuc khac nhau. Nhung roi, dén thé ky th& XIl, moi ddu an cla Phat
gido bat dau bi quén lang trén mién dat khai sinh ra nd. K& tir d6, vung dat An tré thanh miéng
moi ngon cho cac ludng tu tudng phia Tay tran dén, hét Hoi gido lai dé€n Thién chla gido. Nén
van hda An bj thach thic va phai chiu that bai gan nhu toan dién. Day ciing 13 giai doan suy
thodi cling cuc cla Phat gido An. Nhung mét khi thdi ky suy thoai qua di, giai doan héi sinh
mdi lai dén.

Thai ky héi sinh méi cla Phat gido An dd dugc danh dau bang su xuat hién mét s6 nhan vat
lanh dao tinh than kiét xuat. Cudi thé ki XIX dau thé ki XX, & nhiéu nuéc Chau & dién ra phong
trao chan hung Phat gido. Trong s6 nhitng nguoi cé vai tro va déng gdép quan trong déi voi
phong trado nay & An dd ndi bat 1én bén nhan vat tiéu bidu 1a: nha khao ¢ Alexandre
Cunnigham (Anh qudc), ngai Henry Steel Olcott (Hoa Ky), 6ng Edwin Arnold la nguoi viét lai
cudc doi dic Phat trong cudn Light of Asia, ngai Anagarika Dharmapala (Sri Lanka), va tién si
Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar (An D). Chinh nhitng vi nay da gép cong I6n danh thic nhitng gia
tri Phat gido da bi quén 1ang. Bang nhirng viéc lam cu thé nhu khdm pha va trung tu céc
Thanh tich, phién dich kinh sach, xuat ban bao chi kéu goi dugc su chl y clla moi nguoi va
cdng dong thé gidi. Kéu goi su binh dang giai cap, nhan quyén, t6 chic |1& quy y theo Phét
gido cho moi nguoi... Nhiting viéc lam nay lam cho sic s6ng Phat gido dugc troi day manh mé,

Cho nén, sau mot thai gian dai Phat gido bi chim vao trong quén lang thi Phat gido dugc hoi
sinh tai dat nuéc An dd. Tuy hién nay, Phat gido khong phai 1a tin ngudng 16n nhat & An Do
nhung it ra cling duy tri dugc hinh anh, gido ly la di€m tua tinh than cho ngudi dan ban dia
cling nhu Phat tr trén thé gidi vé day chiém bai hoc hdi, dac biét la sy xuat hién cla cong
dong Phat gido Tay Tang cling gép phan lam cho tinh than hung thinh clGa Phat gido tai x
Phat. Riéng trong bai nghién clu nay chdng téi xin trinh bay van dé “Nhitng déng gép cua
Anagarika Dharmapala cho su phuc hung Phat gido An Do”.
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aqarika Dharmapala

2. Noi dung

2.1. B6i canh xa héi An D thoi phuc hung

Sy suy tan cla Phat gido An D6 cd thé bat dau tir thé ky thd VIl va thuc su bién mat khoi An
DO véo thé ky XIV khi quan Héi gido xam lugc An DO va tan pha Phat gido trén moi phuong
dién. Dén thé ky XIX Phat gido An DO bat dau dugc phuc hung trd lai, sau mot thai gian dai
vang bong trén x& An.

“Vao nda cudi VI, vua Al-Mahdi (775-785) cda triéu dai Hoi gido Abbasad da dem quan téan
céng An Dd. Ho d& phé hdy, cudp bdc céc tai liéu, céng trinh, kién tric Phat gido trong dé
quan trong la trung tdm Phéat hoc Valabhi”. Mac du sau dé ho khong tiép tuc bdc hai Phat giao,
nhung dau sao day cling la budc dau trong viéc hay hoai Phat gido tai An Do. Cho dén 1178,
quan doi Hoi gido cia Muhammad Ghuri da tién hanh nhiéu cudc chinh phat An Do. Hau hét
cac cong trinh Phat gido da dan da bj tiéu hdy. Vao nam 1197, trung tam Phat gido Nalanda bi
hay diét hoan toan, ké ca cac tang si. Vikramasila cling bi chiém nam 1203, cham dat hoan
toan mot thoi dai lich st cia Phat gido tai An D9.

Trudc tinh hinh do, Phat gido da bi xa hdi quén lang, tuy nhién phai thira nhan mot diéu la, stc
anh hudng cla Phat gido cling khong phai hoan toan mat di. Trén thuc té, nhiing tin d6 Phat
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gido con sot lai dan dan tré thanh mot tang 16p dan toc trong xa hoi An D9, dugc két nap vao
giao phai Visnu. Khéng r|eng gi Phat gido ma ké ca An gido, su xung dot cling xay ra. bay la
cudc xung dot mang mau sac Nhat than gido. Nhan thay hai ton gido nay c xung dét lan
nhau. “Gido chu Guru Nanak da sang lap nén moét tén gido méi la dao Sikhism vao nam 1469,
chd truong tin ngudng chén thudn vé ndi tdm, va khéng dong y viéc sung bai ngau tuong”.

Giai doan nay An Db khong nhirng nam trong sy cai tri cua Hoi gido ma con la miéng moi ngon
cho cac nudc Chau Au 1an lugt vao xau xé An Do nhu B6 Dao Nha, Ha Lan, Phap, Anh. Tuy
nhién, dén nam 1877 nguoi Anh thau tém toan cOi An Do va thanh lap dé quéc Anh An va lay
n{t hoang Victoria [am hoang dé. Day la giai doan ma su phan biét giai cap va xung dot xa hoi
ngay mot cang thang. Phat gido trong thoi ky nay dan dan bj chim vao quén lang.

An D6 sau may tram nam bj H6i gido va bj 4ch théng trj clia cac cudng quéc nhu B Dao Nha,
Ha Lan, Phap, Anh, su xung dot ton gido, chinh tri nhung van khong lam mat di y thic tu
cudng dan toc.

Do dd, yéu cau danh doc lap dan tdc la yéu cau buc thiét déi véi ho. Va nguoi ding [én ho hao
doan két toan dan dé chdng lai dé quoc Anh thong tri la Mahattan Gandhi véi chd truong bat
hgp tac bat bao déng va tu tudng binh dang giai cap Ong dugc moi tang Idp nhan dan dong
tinh Gng hd xem nhu vi 1anh tu tinh thdn gianh quyén doc 1ap dan tdc. Va dén nam 1947 An
Do da gianh dugc doc lap tu tay nguoi Anh nhung trudc khi trao tra doc lap chinh phd Anh
quoéc phai ding ra lam chu toa, chia ban do An D06 thanh hai nudc la An Do theo An gido va
Pakistan theo Hoi gido, vi tin do gilra hai ton gido xem nhau nhu thu dich khong thé chung
s6ng chung véi nhau dugc.

Song song vdi viéc gianh doc lap cho dat nudc nhiéu gidi tri thic Phat t& cling Gng hd kéu goi
phuc hung Phat gido tai An D9. Do &nh hudng tit phong trao chan hung Phat gido thé gisi cudi
thé ki XIX dau thé ky XX, & nhiéu nudc Chau A. Trong s6 nhitng ngudi cé vai trd va déng gép
quan trong doi véi phong trao nay néi bat 1én bén nhan vat tiéu biéu Ié:,”O“ng Alexander
Cunningham, vi Téng gidm ddc dau tién cda Co quan Nghién ciru khdo cé An DO, su tai phat
hién nhiing c6ng trinh kién triuc Phat gido, cling nhu van hoc Phét gido Pali va Sanskrit, giir né
duéi hinh thirc géc hay dudi ban dich, d Mién Dién, Nepal Tay Tang va Trung Hoa da tao mét
nhan thdc méi trong dan chung An Do vé Phét gido”. Thi si Edwin Arnold, la tac gid ndi danh
thé gidi vdi tdc phdm “The Light of Asia” (Anh séng A chau) viéng tham Bé Dé Pao Trang. Vé
sau, Ong Viét nhitng bai bdo dang trong to Telegraph do ong chu bién, va 16i kéo dugc su luu
tam cla tin do Phat gido vé tinh trang dang thuong tam cla B6 Dé Dao Trang, va thuyét phuc
ho clu van nd tranh khdi phai bi tén hai nhiéu hon. Ngai Henry Steel Olcott (Hoa Ky),
AnagariKa-Dharmapala, ngudgi Phat t& Tich Lan, 6ng la nguoi dau tién da phuc hung Phat
gido An Do bang ba viéc 1am cu thé nhu: Tai thiét bon Phat tich, Thanh 1ap Hoi Pai B6 Dé (The
Maha Bodhi Society) tai cac dé thj I6n cla An D8, Xuat ban bdo nguyét san Dai B6 Dé (Maha
Bodhi Jourual) phd bién Phat su tai An D6. Sau d6, Bac si Ambedkar (1891-1956), Phéat
tlr nguoi An D, ting hoc luat va kinh té tai Au My, vé sau dng nhan chic B0 trudng tu phap
cla chinh pht trung uong. Bugc su cam hoda clia mot vi su Mién Dién tén Ven. U. Chandramani
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Mahasthavira s6ng tai Cau-thi-na-la noi diéic Phat nhap diét, tir d6 6ng bat dau quan tam dén
Phat gido. Thé 1a 6ng thanh 1ap Hiép hoi Phat gido An DO (The Indian Buddhist Society) & tai
Mumbai (Bharatiya Buddha Mahasabha, 1955), trién khai hoat déng theo phong trao Phat gido
mdi, khuyé&n khich hang chuc triéu ngudi An (Paria) quy y theo Phat gido va bién tap tac
ph&m TheBuddha and His Dhamma (dic Phat va Gido phép cta Ngai) d€ truyén bé khap An
Do.

2.2. Ti€u st Anagarika Dharmapala

Anagarika Dharmapala (1864 - 1933) la mot tu si Phat gido ngudi Sri Lanka, nha van, Ong
cling 13 mOt nha tién phong trong phong trao chan hung Phat Gido & An D9 sau nhiéu thé ky
suy tan, va la nha truyén gido cla Phat gido trong thai hién dai thuc hién thuyét phap tai 3
chau luc: A, Badc MY, va chau Au. Nhu trong tdc phdm The Lion of Lanka da tan duong ngai:
"Anagarika Dharmapala, the great Sinhala Buddhist patriot and a towering personality in
revival and propagation of Buddhism. He made it a living faith in the country of its birth and
created an awareness towards the Buddha and the Dhamma all over the world”. Tam dich:
Anagarika Dharmapala, vi dai dé ti Phat gido vi dai cla Sinhala va nhan cach cao ca trong su
héi sinh va truyén ba Phat gido. Ong da 1am cho né mot niém tin séng & dat nudc cda nd ra doi
va tao ra mot nhan thirc vé dirc Phat va Phap trén toan thé gidi.

Thud thiéu thoi va gido duc

Anagarika Dharmapala sinh ngay 17 thang 9 nam 1864 tai Sri Lanka cho mét gia dinh quy toc
ndi tiéng clia Hewawitharana, va bat dau cudc doi clia 6ng v6i cai tén Don David, mét tén Kitd
hitu. Cha cua 6ng, Mudliyar Don Carolis Hewawitharana va me Srimathi Mallika
Hewawitharana, nhitng nguoi da céng hién phan I6n tai sdn clla minh cho su nghiép Phat gido
va giao duc Phat gido.

Theo budc cha me, ngai quy y Tam bao va gilt gin Nam gidi tir nhd. Bay gio Sri Lanka la thudc
dia Anh, David d& hoc ti€u hoc tai Truong Cong gido Pettah (St. Mary's), Colombo. Sau khi
theo hoc tai St. Vién Benedicts tai Kotahena, Colombo va truyén gido Truong Christian (St.
Thoma cula) Kotte, sau dam tu Colombo, 6ng da trai qua nghién clu Sinhala va Phat gido dudi
Hau hét Ven. Migettuwatte Gunananda Nayake Maha Thero, Va Hikkaduwe Siri Sumangala
Maha Nayake Thero.

Ngay 21/05/188 dai td Henry S. Olcolt va ba Blavatsky dé lam I& quy y Tam bao va tho ngl
gidi la mot trong nhitng tac dong I6n dén niém tin dao Phat cia Dharmapala. Va mé dau cho
phong trao phuc hung Phat gido tai day.

Nam 1883 cha cia Dharmapala budc 6ng thoi hoc trudng Thién chla gido, do hanh dong danh
phda cla ngudi Thién chlda doéi véi mot doan ngusi don rudc Phat gido.
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Su nghiép hoat dong

Nam 1886 khi dai ta Phat t&r Olcolt va dai dic C.M.Leadbeater ti Adyar (An D) sang Sri Lanka
quyén tién gitp d& cho té chic gido duc Sri Lanka va Dharmapala cé dip thap tung lam théng
dich. Day c6 thé la khai dau cho tu tudng chan hung Phat gido cla 6ng, va 6ng quyét séng doc
than dé thuc hién ly tudng.

Thang 1/1989 Dharmapala c6 dip sang An D6 tham cac Thanh tich tai day 6ng thay vé cung
xUc dong va cling dau x4t vi thay Phat gido suy tan nén Ngai phat nguyén & lai Bodh Gaya dé
tu tap va khoi phuc lai thanh tich nay va co d6 cla Phat gido.

Lan dau tién vao ngay 22 thang 1 Anagarika Dharmapala da viéng tham chla Buddha Gaya va
cay Sri Maha Bodhi, theo dé thai t&r Tat Dat Da da dat dugc gidc ngd va dé la ngay quyét dinh
nhat trong cudc doi cla ngai. Co doc vé diéu kién dang thuong clia dén tho va nhin thay chinh
minh méi trudng chung cta thanh dia Dharmapala da quyét dinh bat dau s& ménh 16n lao cua
minh cho viéc khoi phuc dén tho thiéng liéng nay va tai tao Phat gido trong x(r sé cla no.
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Ngay 31/5/1891 Anagarika Dharmapala thanh 1ap H6i Maha Bodhi (Maha Bodhi Society) tai An
D0, véi ton chi phuc hung Phat gido An D, khoi phuc cac thanh tich Phat gido. Ban dau, tru sé
Hoi dong tai Sri Lanka, sau d6 chuyén vé Calcutta dé€ tap trung toan bo thoi gian cho cong
cudc chan hung Phat gido An va doi lai quyén phuc héi thanh tich B6 Dé Dao Trang néi tiéng.
TU do, Anagarika Dharmapala da ding ra thanh lap trung tam dau tién é B6 Dé bPao Trang.
Sau dé, rat nhiéu trung tdm Phat gido truc thudc HOi da dugc thanh lap. Hi xuat ban hai tap
chi d6 la Mahabodhi (2003, Kolkata city) va Dharmadoot (2003, Mulagandhakuty Vihara,
Sarnath). HOi dugc gigi Phat gido trén thé gidi biét dén qua cac thanh céng va cdng hién to Ién
vé cac mat Phéat sy, van hod, gido duc, cong tac tir thién xa héi... Lich s&t Hi Maha Bodhi gan
lién vdi lich st chan hung Phat gido An D6 va phong trao phat trién Phat gido trén khap thé
gidi.

D6 la vao nam 1893 Dharmapala tham du Dai hdi Ton gido Thé gidi t6 chirc tai Chicago, dai
dién cho H6i Maha Bodhi cling nhu thé gigi Phat gido. Bai phat bi€u cta 6ng & Chicago Ng cua
thé gidi déi véi dic Phat danh dau cao nhitng ngudi tham du.

Ngoai ra, trong chuyén di tré vé tur Chicago (& U.S.A), 6ng da gap ba Mary T. Foster, vo cla
mot ngan hang giau c6 & Bac My. Sau dd, c6 tré thanh mét trong nhirng nguoi dé dau I6n nhat
cla Ho6i Maha Bodhi. Ba da thuc su la "me gai" cla Anagarika va véi sy déng gép hao phéng,
trudng hoc, bénh vién, dén thd, tu vién va nhiéu co sé khac dugc thanh 1ap & An Do va Sri
Lanka.

Vao thang 4 nam 1894, 6ng da dén tham Colombo va anh hudng dén cac Phat t&r Sinhala giau
c dé€ hién tang tién mua ngbi lang Maha Bodhi ¢ Buddha Gaya. Vao thang Chin, 6ng da cé thé
bat dau Quy Phat Gaya ¢ Colombo.

Nam 1896 Dharmapala tré lai My theo 16i mai cla tién si Paul Carus, mot Phat t&r nguoi Dic
dang song & My. Dé tai dugc thinh gid yéu cau ndi lai nhiéu lan la “Su hoa giadi caa Phat
gidao va Thién chua gido”. Bdo chi My IGc a8y da ca ngoi vé su kién hoang phap nay cla
phap su Anagarika Dharmapala.

Nam 1897 Anagarika Dharmapala t6 chic 1é Phat dan dau tién trén dat My cé khoang 400
ngudi My tham du.

Vao gilta nam 1902-1904 Anagarika Dharmapala trd lai My lan th( ba lan nay ong ciing di dién
thuyét nhiéu noi, Ngai cho rang: “Phuong Pbng can ky thuét cda phuong Tay, ciing nhu
phuong T8y can tdm linh cuia phuong B6ng”.

Nam 1913, Anagarika Dharmapala rai Tich Lan di Honolulu dé cam on ba Foster d& nhiét
thanh gilp d& cho h6i Maha Bodhi.

Va cling nhu sy nghiép dong gop cla vua A Duc vao thé ky th IIl trudc Tay lich, Dharmapala
da xay dung thap Sanchi ¢ Bhopal, mién tay bac An, dé& thd x4 Igi cla hai vi dai dé t& cla duc
Phat la ngai Xa Lgi Phat va Muc Kién Lién.

Vao ngay 16/01/1933, Ngai qua ddi tai An DO vi bénh tim, tho 69 tudi. Trudc dé Ngai da xuat
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gia va tho gi6i Cu tic véi cac su Tich Lan. Trudc khi tich, Ngai nguyén cau cho minh rang:
“Mudn tai sinh trd lai doi nay 25 lan dé€ truyén ba gido ly dao Phat”.

TOm lai, Anagarika Dharmapala da phuc hung Phat gido An D6 vdi su hi sinh vi dai dé Phat
gido An D9 cé dugc nhu ngay hdm nay. D6 1a nhiing viéc 1am hét stc thiét thuc xuat phat tir
mot trai tim chan thanh doéi véi dao Phat clia 6ng qua nhiing cong cudc khdi phuc rat dang tu
hao dé la: Tai thiét bén Phat tich, thanh Iap HOi Dai B6 Dé (The Maha Bodhi Society) tai cac do
thi 16n cta An D9, Xuat ban bao nguyét san Pai B4 Dé (Maha Bodhi Jourual) phé bién Phat
sy tai An Do va di dién thuyét gido ly dic Phat khdp noi noi.

2.3. Dan s6 Phat ti An D hién nay

Theo bang théng ké dan s6 An D9 cu thé & cac Bang vao nam 1961 thi s6 lugng Phat t& cu thé
nhu sau:

BANG SO LUQONG PHAT TU
Andhra Pradesh 6.753 nguol
Assam 36.513 ngudi
Bihar 2.885 ngurdi
Gujrat 3.185 ngudi
Jammu & Kashmir 48.630 ngudi
Kerala 228 ngurdn
Madhva 113.365 newdi
Madras 777 ngudi
Maharashtra 2.789.501 ngudi
Mysore 9.770 nguoi
Orissa 454 neudn
Panjab 14.857 ngudi
Rajasthan 759 ngurdn
Uttar Pradesh 12.863 ngudi
West Bengal 109.205 ngurdi
Dehli 3.466 ngudi
Nagaland 42 nguol
TONG CONG 3.153.013 nguroi’

Nho cudc van dong clia Ambedkar, Anagarika Dharmapala va nhiéu gigi lanh dao Phat gido
nhiéu noi ma s6 lugng Phat tir dugc tang dan. Mdc dau day la con s6 con kha han ché so véi
cac Ton gido khac tai An D6 nhung dé 1a mot su c¢6 gang cla nhiéu gidi tri thic Phat tir khap
muon noi. Tat ca cung chung tay gdép sic vi mot muc dich chung duy nhat la khoi phuc Phat
gido sbng tré lai trén mién dat Phat. Ngd hau dem dén su an vui gidi thoat cho mudn dan.

Két luan
Tém lai, Su thinh suy cGa nhitng nén van minh la mét diéu tat nhién trong lich s&t. Cho nén thoi
Déng gép clia Anagarika Dharmapala cho su phuc hung Phat gido tai An D
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gian tlr thé ky th Ill Trudc cong nguyén dén thé ky th Xll, c6 thé xem nhu la thoi ky cuc thinh
vang son cla nén Phat Gido An Do. Nhung tlir thé ky XII khi H6i gido xam lugc nén vén minh
nay bat dau suy doi. Dé&n thé ky thi XVI, khi ngudi B6 Dao Nha, Bic va Anh xam lang Chau A
thi Phat gido gan nhu rdi vao tinh trang suy sup han. Thién chia d& dugc dip phat trién mau le
§ Chau A. Bing trudc tinh canh dé nhiéu gidi phat t, tri thic da ting budc khdi phuc céc gia
tri van héa tin ngudng Phat gido tai x( Phat.

Trong dé Anagarika Dharmapala va Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar la hai c6 cong rat Ién phuc hung
lai Phat gido. Riéng Anagarika Dharmapala mac du da cong hién ca cudc doi minh cho cong
cudc chan hung va bao vé Phat gido, truyén ba dao Phat cho moi tang I16p tai An D9,
Anagarika Dharmapala da phuc hung Phat gido An D0 bang céac viéc 1am cu thé nhu: Tai thiét
bén Phat tich, thanh lap Hoi Dai B6 Bé (The Maha Bodhi Society) tai cac dé thj I6n cda An Db,
Xuat ban bdo nguyét san Pai B6 Dé (Maha Bodhi Jourual) phé bién Phat su tai An D06 va di dién
thuyét gido ly dic Phat tai ba chau luc: Chau A, Bac MY, va chau Au.

Nhin chung phong trao chdn hung cai cach Phat gido An DO khdng nhiing tac dong dén cac
tang I6p xa héi noi x&t Phat ma con lam tién dé tac dong dén cac nudc xung quanh. T Sri
Lanka, An D8, Trung Quéc, véi sy hoat dong tich cuc cla cac nhan vat Phat gido xuat ching
da néu, nhat la nhitng déng gop quan trong cla ngai Henry Steel Olcott, Phap su Anagarika
Dharmapala va Hoa thuong Thai Hu, ngon gié chan hung Phat gido, bang nhiéu con dudng va
nhiéu cach thirc, da théi sang cac nudc ¢ Chau & khac nhu: Nhat Ban, Myanmar, trong dé cé
Viét Nam.Nhin vao tdm guong dé chlng ta cang thay hé then va phat nguyén sé diing manh
hon trén con duong hoang hoa Igi sinh, mang lai moi déu tét dep cho moi ngudi xung quanh
qua cho chinh qué huong minh dang séng.

Thich Minh Nghia
Nghién ctu sinh khéa Ill Hoc vién PGVN tai Ha Noi

Chu thich:

Tran Bdc Phi Bang dich, Vi sao Phat gido suy tan An dd, https://thuvienhoasen.org

Phép su Thanh Nghiém, Lich st Phat gido An d6, Nxb. Phuong déng, 2013,tr.526.

Minh Buc Tridu Tdm Anh, Lich st Phét gido An do, https://thuvienhoasen.org, 01/11/2013
Anagarika Dharmapala, The Lion of Lanka, Second Asoka in India, Edited by Dr.Kahawatte Siri
Sumedha Thero, tr.13

Anagarika Dharmapala, Cudc doi va su nghiép,
https://nguyenlang.wordpress.com/2009/06/11.

Anagarika Dharmapala, Cudc doi va su nghiép,
https://nguyenlang.wordpress.com/2009/06/11.

Tac gia Sa Sa Ki Kyo Go, Taka Sako Jiki Dou, I No Kuchi Tai Jun, Tsuka Moto Kei Dh6- Han djch:
Thich DPat Hda- Viét dich Thich Hanh Binh, Phuong Anh, Khéi Lun Lich St Phat Gido An D4,
Nxb. Phuong Déng, TP. H6 Chi Minh, 2013, tr.161
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