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phai cia dao Phat - Tong phai kia la Ti€u thira (c6 xe nhd). D& tranh nhiing cach hiéu sai biét
vé cdc THUA (cb xe Idn, nhd), ching ta cling can hiéu vé chit "Pai thira" va "Tiéu thira" dé cd
cai nhin NHU THAT, "ding nhu né 13" cia ca hai bo phéai nay!

..... Nhu ching ta da biét qua gido si, sau khi dic Phat Thich Ca nhap diét thi tu tudng cla
Ngai dugc phan chia thanh hai bd phai sau bén ky dai hdi nham két tap LO| PHAT DAY - dé la
Thugng toa bd va Dai chdng bo. Thugng toa bd cé trude, phat trién & phia nam An Db nén goi
la Nam tong, thudc Phéat gido Nguyén Thuy - Tiéu thura. Pai chidng bb c6 sau Thugng toa bo -
B&i mai dén thé ky th( | trudc Tay lich va thé ky | sau Tay lich, Dai ching b tic Dai thira mdi
xuat hién va nhiing thé ky sau phat trién thanh mot hoc phai hoan chinh, vi Dai thra phat
trién & bac An Do nén goi Ia Bac Tong va cling dugc goi 1a PHAT GIAO PHAT TRIEN.

R6i moi tén goi cia Tong phai du cé mang dau an khac nhau vé tu tudng va cac phap hanh
nhung déu xuét phat tai An Do va cling déu bat nguédn tir dic Gido chd, Phat Thich Ca - Mau
Ni. Tuy nhién, Kinh dién Dai thira do dugc thanh 1ap sau so vdi Kinh dién Ti€u thira nén da nay
sinh su hoai nghi, kinh Dai thlra khong phai do Phat thuyét?

..... Ta thay, hién nay Phat gido trén thé giGi van gilr nguyén hai truyén théng 16n, dé la Phat
gido Ti€u thira (Nam téng - nguyén thuiy) va Phat gido Dai thua (Bac téng - phat trién), ma
khai ngudn dé la Thugng toa bd (Ti€u thira) va Dai ching b6 (Dai thira).

Kinh tang Tiéu thita (Nam téng - nguyén thay) cling dugc goi |a Kinh tang NIKAYA bang ngdn
ngu PALI, Kinh tang Dai thira (Bac tdng - phat trién) ngoai A HAM, tuong duong vdi NIKAYA con
c6 rat nhiéu Kinh dién khac nhu: Hoa nghiém, Bao tich, A Di Da.... s dung ngdn ngit chu yéu
la Sanskrit, Han ng{r va Tang ngr.

Cac bac thién tri thirc, nhitng nha nghién clu Phat hoc tr may muoi thé ky nay déu da xac
dinh: Mac du Dai thira dugc thanh 1ap vé sau so véi Ti€u thlra, nhung ca hai déu dong nhat vé
gido ly can ban va déu bat nguon tir bac Dai dao su. Gido phap ca ban cua Tiéu thira chi gom:
T4 diéu dé€, muoi hai nhan duyén, thuyét vo nga va luat Nhan qua nghiép bdo. Con phap tu
hanh cla Ti€u thua dua trén Bat chinh dao la "con dudng tam nhanh" d€ tham ngd chan ly
cudi cung la T& diéu dé. Gidi luat cla Tiéu thira hoan toan dua vao LUAT TANG. Trong A Ty Pat
Ma, Ti€u thua dua trén kinh tang dé phan tich va hé théng gido ly cla dic Phat, khong coi
trong phat trién kinh té, cai thién doi song vat chat, cac ly luan triét hoc khong dong vai tro
quan trong ma chi chd trong dén "tinh tu", séng "vién ly", tim cau su dam bac, gian di, dé xuat
tu tudng thanh ban, vi cho rang: gian di méi la tu hanh, dam bac mdi la hitu dao.

Phat gido Tiéu thita do phét trién tir Nam An D9 tré xubng nén cling goi Id Nam téng; Khi
truyén xuéng cac nudc Nam A nhu Tich Lan (Sirylanca), Thai Lan, Myanma, Lao,
Campuchia....goi |a PHAT GIAO NGUYEN THUY.

Dao Phat vdi ly tudng BO tat
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Sau gido phap so cap cho hang Tiéu thlra, dirc Phat méi tuyén duong gido phap toan ven hon,
dd la gido phap Dai thira (c6 xe 16n). Lich s xién duong Dai thira Phat gido thoi nha Buong -
Trung Quéc 1 viéc Budng Tang xuat hanh TAY DU thinh kinh Dai thira tai Phat quéc An D9, béi
trudc dé Phét gido thoi nha Buong cling chi yéu la theo Ti€u thira - Nam tong.

Dau gido phap Tiéu thura, Dai thira..., cho tdi Phat thira, 1a "cd xe Phat" chang nira thi né ciing
"KHONG HAI" vi déu "la nudc trong dai duong chi cé ciing vi man, uéng mét ngum ciing du mui
vi cda cd tram séng" nhu 10i ddc Phat ting khai thi trong cac bd kinh.

S6 di Dai thura (Bac téng) cling goi la Phat gido phat trién, dugc cho la "Cé dud kha ndng ciu
vOt ching sinh ra khdi b€ khé™” 1a bdi né da xay dung tu tudng BO - tat va thuc hanh gido ly
theo tu tudng nay. Nhung khi Phat con tai thé, khong cé nhu cau dat ra nhiing ly thuyét hay
trién khai nhitng y kién quan niém vé “Ban chat cua Bo-tat dao”. Sach va viét vé Bo tat dao
cling ra doi khd mudn, mac du ly tudng Bo tat cling khong phai la nhitng ‘phat minh” cla
nhitng thé ky sau khi Phat nhap Niét ban nhung nhiing ly tuéng Bo6 tat da dugc thé hién qua
cau chuyén TIEN THAN DUC PHAT cla Phat gido Tidu thira - Nguyén thay da cé anh hudng rat
I6n trong van hda Phat gido, thé hién trong van chuong, hoi hoa, diéu khac.

DUc Phat da soi sang con dudng Bo tat bang chinh tdm guong cudc doi cla Ngai.

Vi thé y nghia cla B0 - tat dao chinh la dac trung cla Phat gido Dai thia, la con dudng tién
hda siéu viét cia mét con ngudi trén dudng dat qua vi Phat nhung lai khong di tim su gidc ngd
cho riéng minh ma gilp ngudi khac cling dugc giac ngd nhu minh, chi dudng cho nguoi khac
TU CHUA BENH ma hinh anh tiéu biéu ctia mot B6 tat lich st chinh 1a dic Phat Thich ca - Mau
ni.

Dao Phat vdi ly tudng BO tat
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Puc Phat d& chiing dac qua vi Phat, cling goi la qua vi TOAN GIAC véi phép tu & hang Tiéu
thira. ROi sau 21 ngay vui Niét Ban noi c6i Bo dé, dirc Phat da c6 y niém nhap diét ngay; bai
khi d6 Ngai quan chiéu thé gian bang "cai thdy" cta TUE GIAC ch khdng phai céi thay cula
pham nhan nita. Su kién nay dugc thé hién trong KINH THANH CAU (Kinh s6 26 - Trung bo .
Hoa thuong Thich Minh Chau dich), Kinh ghi lai sy phan van do du cta dic Thé ton trudc khi
chuyén banh xe Phap, cling goi la "chuyén phap ludn" tic truyén ba gido Phap nai thé gian vai
muc dich cao ca la "ai ai cling chimg dat duoc qua vi Phat" nhu Ngai.

Nhung vi sao durc Phat lai c6 su do du ay? Kinh Thanh Cau da ghi lai nhu sau: "Phdp nay do Ta
ching duoc, that la sdu kin, kho thady, khé chimng, tich tich, cao thuong; siéu ly luan, vi diéu,
chi nguoi tri méi hi€u thau". Phat bi€u 10 su phan van ay, con la "déi véi quan ching ua ai duc,
ham thich &i duc that khé ma hiéu thdu duoc. Ta thuyét Phdp ma nguoi nghe khéng hiéu duoc
Ta, that la phi céng, vé ich, phi céng vé ich". Phat la bac Toan gidc nén Ngai cling thay ro surc
manh cta V6 minh la tham ai va phién nao trong tam ching sinh qua nhiéu doi ki€p nén su
sau xa va vi diéu cua gido Phap that khéng dé dé€ chiing sinh linh hoi. Biét dugc nhitng phan
van va do du ay cua dic Phat, nén Chu Thién vay quanh Ngai, trong dé c6 ca Pham Thién
Sahambaty ba Ian cung thinh, danh 1é Phat, tha thiét khan cau rang: "Bach dirc Thé tén, cui
mong Ngai vi long tur bi thuong xdét chung con, ching sinh doi sau ma tuyén duong Chinh phap
khién cho muédn loai thoat khé dugc vui...". Vi 10i thinh cau tha thiét ay, dic Phat d& phat tam
dai bi, chuy&n banh xe Phap (Chuyén phéap luan) gido hda chidng sinh cho LOAI TROI va LOAI
NGUOI. V8i ching sinh Loai Trodi do can co sdng suét nén dic Phat thuyét phap KINH CHAN
THAT - chi c6 chdng sinh loai Trdi mdi linh hdi, méi hiéu dugc. VGi ching sinh Loai Ngudi do
can cd nhiém &, nhiéu tham i, phién ndo nén Phat phai thuyét phap KINH PHUONG TIEN,
nghia la s& dung phuong tién dé hiéu dao ly, vi nhu nguoi nbng dan mudn &m no phai cé
phuong tién la rudng dat, hat giong, nudc, phan bén... méi cé dugc mua mang boi thu. Kinh...
c6 chit, chinh la Kinh phuong tién; dic Phat bao, Ngai cling chinh la "phuong tién" - Phuong
tién Phat, dé€ nguoi tu hudng dén, noi theo ma tu sta minh. Do Phat thuyét kinh gido hda cho
Loai Troi va Loai Nguoi nén Ngai dugc ton danh [a Thién Nhan Su tic Thay cla Troi va Nguoi.
Phat ndi IGi Kinh la |6i chan that, cho du dé la Kinh phuong tién - Kinh... c6 chit thi cling la bau
vat noi xuat thé gian nén khong thé.... cho khdng - ma phai c6 VANG RONG, bau vat noi thé
gian, la cai bat dung dé khat thuc (xin an) clGa thay tro Budng Tang dé... danh déi. Tac giad Tay
Du Ky 1a Ngd Thita An da c6 &n y chuyén tai céi " so sdnh sdu mau qua b tiéu thuyét hu cau
cla 6ng?.

2. Tra lai viéc Phat Thich ca sau khi nghe 16i thinh cau cGa Chu Thién va dang Pham Thién
Sahambaty, Ngai da ung thuan truyén ba chinh Phap ma Ngai vira ching ngd, goi la "Chuyén
phép ludn". Day la mot quyét dinh sdng suét va day long tir bi. BGi khi d& THANH PHAT, tic da
vuot qua trang thai Bo - tat, cong didc da tron du (vién man), goi la "Ludng tuc tén", dai dién
cho TINH BUC, khdng con phai tu nita vi chi cé hang B6 tat méi [ap hanh dé tu, thuc hién cGu
canh cho doi, cho ching sinh. Vi Bo-tat la ti€ng ndi tat cda danh tu Bo-dé-tat-dda
(Boddisatva), Han dich la Giac h{tu tinh (tic giac ngo6 cho loai c6 tinh thic, la loai ngudi). Phan

Dao Phat vdi ly tudng BO tat
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tich y nay dé thay ro viéc Phat Thich ca quyét dinh "tdi sinh” - tic Ngai ty.... budc xuéng hang
Bo-tat dé thuc hién "clu kinh cho doi". Bi néu nhu, sau khi dat qua vi Phat, dang Giac Ngo
nhap diét (tirc nhap V6 du y Niét Ban) thi dao Phat noi thé gian chi ding lai & hang Phat gido
Tiéu thra, chi gidc ngd cho riéng minh. Y nay can dugc hiéu sau xa dé khéng con nhiing hoai
nghi vé mot "Phét gido Dai thira phi Phat thuyét" nira.

Ta thay, danh tu (tén goi) Bo-tat hay ly tudng Bo-tat gan nhu khong dugc noéi téi khi dirc Phat
con tai thé - ma chi sau khi Phat nhap diét, y nghia nay mdi dugc khai trién. Vi sao vay? Vi sau
khi dirc Phat vang bdng, cac dé tir ting dugc song bén Ngai mai dan cdm nhan dugc su vi dai
ngay cang lén. Diéu d6 cling dé hiéu, vi nhu khi ta ding gan mot trai ndi I6n thi tdm mat ta bi
che khuat va chi khi ta Ui xa méi thay hét dugc tam cao 1én va su hung vi cla nd. Trai qua
bao thé ky, nhan loai ngay cang thay ré thém vé toan bd doi séng ctia dic Phat Thich-ca la su
thé hién sdng dong vé "ly tudng Bo tat dao" cla Ngai. Ly tudng ay, ly tudng “phung su ching
sinh la cing duong chu Phat” la Gidao Phap “Bét ly thé gian giac” - nghia la khong xa roi thé
gian d€ giac ngd thé gian. D4 la viéc thuc hanh cho chinh cudc séng hién tai, la su thé hién
THUONG TRU'C clia mdt ndi tdm cé stic chuyén héa.

Trong Dai thira - Vi B6 tat hanh tri (tu) Ba la mat, dich nghia la "BPédo bi ngan" - da sang bo bén
kia, m6t thuat nglt quan trong ctia dao Phat, chi su CHUYEN HOA cua hién tuong - nghia la:
hoan tat, hoan hao, vién man. Tu Ba la mat gobm c6 6 phap goi la Luc d6 Ba la mat, gom: Bo
thi - Tri gidi - Nhan nhuc - Tinh tién - Thién dinh - Tri tué. Trong 6 phap tu ay thi Phap dau tién
la B6 thi (cho di) dugc xem 13 quan trong bac nhat, trong d6 BO THi PHAP (Tt truyén bé chinh
phap) cé cong dic "cao hon ca", sau dé méi dén Bo thi mang séng - xa than cau phap. Sau
ma&i bo thi tai vat, cla cai...Vi thé khi néi dén Bo tat, ngudi ta xem d6 la tién than cla cac dic
Phat.

Phat gido Dai thita c6 ndi nhiéu dén cac B6 tat siéu viét nhu Quan thé Am, Van Thu, Dia Tang,
Dai thé chi, Pho Hién... dy la cac vi Bo tat ma thé gian dang ton tha lai khdng phai la nhiing
nhan vat lich st - tic khdng phai la con nguoi bang xuong bang thit, cé sinh cé t& dadu, ma cac
vi thi hién nai ddi bang danh xung véi.. THUC TUONG VO TUONG... tly tdm niém cda ching
sinh ma chiéu cam, va su gia tri linh ing cé duoc la do cac yéu to vé THA LUC. Truong hop Bo
tat Dja Tang vuong tung phat 16i dai nguyén rang, Ngai sé "dé" hét thay chdng sinh trong ci
dia nguc, tic khi nao dia nguc khong con ching sinh nao bi "doa" nlta, Ngai méi I1én cdi Phat.

...Danh xung Phat, B0 tat la do "HANH" ma thanh - chi la cuong vi nao dé, can ct theo chirc
trach (nhirng gi da phat nguyén) nhu quan ly mot Quéc gia, la vua, téng thong, chi tich nudc
chang han. Hét thay chi 1a cdi DANH - TU, can NGO dugc y nay.

Viéc Phat thich ca phat tam dai bi, chuyén banh xe Phap dé la 10 trinh cla BO TAT DAO - Mot
dac trung chi c6 & Phat gido Dai thtra. Nhung danh xung B6 Tat mai sau nay, khi Phat da khuat
bdng mdi dugc dinh danh, ma nguai luan giai dau tién la mét trong nhiing vi t6 minh triét cla
Phat gido la MA MINH (Ashvaghosha) - 6ng séng & thé ky thi | sau cong nguyén va luén giai tu
tudng can ban cla Phat gido Dai thira v6i hanh trang clGa Bo tat (Giac hitu tinh), dé lai m6t

Dao Phat vdi ly tudng BO tat 5
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cudn luan nhd mang tén DAl THUA KHG1 TIN LUAN, trd thanh nén tang dac trung ctia CO XE
LON (Mahayana) - Dai thura.

Va "Dai thira khdi tin ludn" cia Ma Minh da cé anh hudng manh mé dén Long Tho
(NAGARFUNA) thuoc cuoi thé ky I, dau thé ky Il sau cong nguyén. Long Tho sang lap TRUNG
QUAN TONG, la mot ludn su vi dai trong triét hoc Pai thira. Trung quan téng cla Long Tho da
nhan manh long TU BI DUQC XEM LA THANH PHAN CHU YEU CUA TRi TUE, thé hién bang hinh
anh CUU CANH BO TAT. Viéc "dinh danh" B6 tat xuat hién tir d6. Va cling tlr ly tuéng "Gidc hiu
tinh" - d0 nguoi qua bo bén kia - trong Luc d6 cta Dai thira ma cé cai tén "Cd xe I6n" ¢ du
kha nang clu vét ching sinh ra khdi bé khé la vay.

S di Dai thira cé dugc "co may" ma Phat gido thuong goi la.....duyén lanh bédi nhu da biét: Khi
Phat gido truyén 1&n phia Bac An Do (Dai chling b - Dai thira- Bac Tong) thi hdi nhap ngay Vi
nén van minh Ai Cap, Hy Lap va La M3, la 3 nén van minh I6n & Trung Dong khi ay. Su tiép thu
va dung hda ba nén van minh nay da hinh thanh tu tudng Dai thira Phat gido. Dai thira dua
vao tinh da dang cla Gido Phap dé€ mé rong duong cho mot sé 16n ching sinh ¢ thé dat duoc
giac ngd thong qua viéc thyc hanh tu tap Dai thura cling khong qua dé cao, khong qua nhan
manh dén DO SONG XUAT GIA va cho rang, cu sy tai gia cling cé thé ching Niét Ban, tlc
thanh Phat védi su té do cla chu Phat, chu Bo-tat. Viéc tu Dai thlra cling khéng nhat thiét phai
"ldy su ban cung, khén khd lam.....thanh cao" - nhu Tiéu thira chd truong. Ta thdy, trong céac
b0 Kinh Dai thtra nhu Di da, Phap Hoa, Bao tich, Hoa nghiém c6 dé cap téi THE GIGI CUC LAC -
O d6 1a mot xa hoi giau co va tot dep vdi doi song vat chat va tinh than vién man: Mat dat la
vang rong, nha ctra, cung dién déu dugc lam bang that bao, chau bau va cling ti tinh chat coi
ma trong tu tudng Dai thira ma su da dang trong nhitng bd phai xuat hién nhung van gilt dugc
"c6t 16i" cta Dai thira vi thé nd nhanh chdng lan tda qua cac nudc va cac vung lanh thé du
trudc dé da cé anh hudng cuta Ti€u thira, nhu Trung Hoa, Tay Tang, Han Qudc, Nhat Ban, Viét
Nam. Tai An D, Dai thira cling chia ra Trung quan tong do B4 tat Long Tho dé xuat va Duy
thirc tong do VO trudc va Thé than sang lap vao dau thé ky Il Tay lich. Kim cuong thira hay
cling goi 1a MAT THU'A ciing |a su thuc hanh Dai thira trong mot hinh théai "Pai thira ddc biét"
véi cac gido ly dugc chlra dung trong cac bo Kinh (Sutra) va Luan (Sastra) véi nhitng luan van
hét sirc sau sac.

Dao Phat vdi ly tudng BO tat
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3. Trong cac bo kinh Dai thlra ngoai cac vi Bo tat... vo tudng that tudng nhu cadc Ngai Quan thé
Am...thi dic Phat cling c dé cap tdi cdc hang B6 tat lich s - bang xuong, bang thit tic ching
sinh la loai nguadi ching ta nira, dé la cac Bo tat Tung dia diing xuat trong Kinh Phap Hoa,
pham 15. Ay 13 sau khi Phat giang Kinh Phap Hoa & cdi Ta B3, tlc & thé gian loai ngudi - thi
cac Bo tat mudi phuang "dbng voé s6 chdp tay xin Phat sé gilr gin, bién chép, doc tung, ctng
duong, giang ndi Kinh Phap Hoa 0 c6i Ta Ba sau khi Phat diét dé", va Phat da khoéng chap
thuan 10i thinh cau nay va ndi rang, chinh & ngay thé giéi Ta Ba nay sé xuat hién céc vi Bo tat
"Tung dia ding xudt", khéng phai Bo tat d noi khac dén gido héa khi Nhu Lai diét do, va Bo tat
Tung dia ding xuét "sau khi nghe Phat Thich ca da tir ké hd cta dat 6 Ta Ba vot lén" - dé
khéng phai ai, 1a chinh ching ta. Chdng ta tu, hoing tuyén Chinh Phép la biéu tugng clia THE
GIAN TUONG THUONG TRU, théng qua phép than (than chan ly) thi hién noi chinh minh, tic
birng mé TRi TUE PHAT, thuc hanh Iy tudng B6 tat & noi doi. Day 1a B6 téat gilta doi thudng
thédng qua nhitng viéc lam day thién tdm. Ong But, trong truyén Tdm Cam thudng hién 1én
gitp cd Tam mbi khi me con Cam rap tdm ham hai. Ong But 8y khéng phai ti cung troi Dau
Xuat cudi may tdi gidp Tam dugc! ma dé 1a mot dng BUT THAT TUONG VO TUONG, la "Tué
giac Nhu Lai" chot bing sang trong c6 Tam ma thoi. B6i Phat chan that l1a Nhu Lai tinh [ubén &n
tang trong moi con ngudi, cho nén "Phat do tri" hay "ctru Kinh Bé tat" can dugc hi€u mot cach
sang suot va chéan that; nd khac véi ton gido ban thuong dé cap dén su "ciu réi", che ché
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bang moét....phép la!

Va ai cling biét muc dich hoc Phat, tu Phat |a d€ THANH PHAT. Viéc thanh Phat cling khéng cé
gi 1a "bi hiém" ca; Phat da dé lai 16i day trong Kinh rang: D& thanh Phat chi can tap trung tu
tudng, phat huy thién dinh dling Chinh Phap sé chiing dugc tam minh, luc thong, at cé dugc
nang luc siéu nhién nhu Ngai. RGi ngay sau khi hoat nhién dai ngd thanh Phét, dirc Thich ca da
thdy duoc méi con nguoi déu cé Phét tinh, sé la nhiing vi "Phat tuong lai", tlc "Phét sé thanh".
Vi thé can phai tu, dé "danh thic Phét tinh" con dang ngu vui dé la viéc hanh Bo tat dao. Va
trong mét y nghia...thé gian, thi viec HANH BO TAT DAO con gid tri hon la....Thanh Phat (tic
nhap Niét Ban), ma tam guong sang chdi cla bac Dai dao su - Phat Thich ca truyén ba Dai
thlra la mot vi du cu thé, bdi noi thé gian nay van con dé nhiing ndi khd, niém dau.

O Viét Nam, cdi ly tudng B6 tat véi nhiéu y nghia, nhung da dugc gidn dj héa bang mot "cau
noéi ctra miéng" tré thanh mdt cham ngon, khdng biét cé tu bao gio - dé la: Thuong ngusi nhu
thé thuong than. Cai ly tudng BO tat ay da thap sang cho bao tdm long nhan &i, cao ca, thic
day biét bao trai tim Bo tat & noi doi.

Va tu tudng Dai thira, véi "co xe I6n" la ly tudng Bo tat ay dén hd6m nay van dang la mét tia
sang cua thoi dai chuing ta.

Tac gia: Phap Vuong Tu

Chu thich: Bai viét thé hién gdéc nhin, cach 14p ludn - hanh van riéng cda tac gig Phap Vuong
Tu.

Dao Phat vdi ly tudng BO tat
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