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Pai SBS tim hiéu vé ngudn goéc Viét caa Ngo -
Ngu - Ngua

S\ Se ISl 07:32 19/01/2026

That ra, am *ngo(u) da tung chi con ngua trong von tir Han c6: chit hiém
*ngo(u) [] c6 cau tric la bd ma ] (chi nghia la ngua) hop vai chit ngé [] (biéu
am, thanh phan hai thanh) tirng c6 nghia la con ngua.

Phéng vién Phan Bach (tung lam cho dai phat thanh BBC, hién nay lam cho SBS
Radio Australia) cé cudc ‘man dam da chién’ (khéng soan trudc) véi nguoi viét
vé dé tai ngubn goc Viét (Nam) cla tén 12 con gidp, dac biét la cho nam nay,
Binh Ngo 2026.

Sau day la cac diém chinh dugc ghi lai rat tdm tat tir budi phong van:

1) Nguoi Viét khdong can dén truong hoc ma van biét nam Mé&o Meo cé biéu
tugng la con meéo (khau nglr, dé nhé), cling nhu Stu - tlu - tru - trau, Mui - Vj -
*mdé, Dau - *rga - ga, Ty - *chut - chudt, Than - *khan - *khén - khon (khi), Ngo
- *ngu(a) - ngua ... Khong nhu & Trung Quéc, tén 12 con gidp thuong di kem
theo la tén con vat dé cho biét su lién hé: Stu - nguu [I] (nguu la bo), Mui
duong[I] ,Dauké[ ,Tyth&[I] ,Than-hau[l] , Ngo-ma ]

Day c6 phai la ngau nhién trung hogp, moét cach nhé dung can am hay cé6 moét
nguyén nhan nao khac hon? Cé phai nguoi Viét da dung tén 12 con gidp dé tao
ra tén cda 12 con vat nhu Mao tré thanh meo, Hgi tré thanh cudi (heo) ... Néi
cach khéac qua trinh bién héa tlr trru tugng (hé théng goi tén thoi gian) thanh cu
thé (tén con vat): Mdo > meo, Hgi > cli (heo) ...? Rat kho gidi thich nhu vay vi
khuynh huéng tién hda thuong la tir don gian dén phuec tap, tir cu thé dén triu
tugng - cho nén tén con vat cé trudc va sau dé maéi gan véi tén hé thong tinh
thdi gian hay chiém tinh, nghia la méo > Mao, cUli > *hui > Hgi - cling nhu su
quan sat thién thé (cu thé) dan dén hé théng 12 zodiac signs (12 cung Hoang
dao, dung dé tién doan van ménh con ngudi) cia Tay phuong chang han.

Tai sao tén goi 12 con gidp cua Viét Nam lai gan gli véi tén 12 con vat nhu
vay? MOt cach giai thich la nguoi Viét (c6) ting lién hé mat thiét dén 12 con
giap trong méi truong ndng nghiép/Ita nudc hay con co thé la ‘tac gid’ cla cach
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goi tén nay. Noéi cach khéac, cac tir Han Viét (HV) Ty SGu Dan Mao Thin Ty Ngo ...
chi la mot cach ki am cia mbét tiéng nudc ngoailii] (ti€éng Viét c6), dan dén su
ngd nhan la Trung Hoa la noi phat xuat tén 12 con gidp nay, sau bao ngan nam
va tu Tay sang BOng ... Truy nguyén chir Ngo [J trong Giap van, Kim van va cac
chit Trién thi thay cé dang (tugng hinh) céi chay (td. ] x&), va mot dang am c6
phuc nguyén la *na:? - hoan toan khéng dinh liu gi dén ngua - khéng ké dén
tuong quan am thanh nga ngo ngua bdo luu béi tiéng Viét.

Bao tang Lich st Quéc gia Viét Nam[xiii] (Ha Ni) luu trir tuong meéo
trong 12 cé6 vat trung bay

2) Bé ching minh nguén goéc tir phuong Bac (Trung Hoa), mot sé tac gid cho
rang Ngo la tr ngu HV [J (td. An Chi[iii]), nghia la day cuang kiém ché ngua, mé
réng nghia dé€ cho ra dang ngua? That ra, von tir HV cé nhiéu cach dung chi day
cuong nhu (1) cuwong [ bd cach hay (2) cuong [ bd mich hgp véi chr cuong
(cuong) hai thanh (3) dich [] b6 cach (4) khéng [] bd céch (5) bi[] bd xa (6)
ngu [] bd xich... Tai sao chi cé chir ngu m&i mé réng nghia va dung la ngua?

Tiéng Anh thudc ngir hé An Au ciing cé cac danh tir nhu harness (day ghim, day
cuong, ao giap ...) va rein (day cuong) - khi dung lam déng tu thi mang nghia
ma& rong la kiém soat/tdn dung ch khdng mé rong nghialiv] dé chi con ngua
(horse, tiéng La Tinh la equus)... Néu nhin cdc quéa trinh mé réng nghia cla
danh tr trong ngdn ngilt con ngudi nhu da ndi bén trén, ta thuong thay la tir giai
doan cu thé tién tdi giai doan triru tuong, tir chi tiét dén téng quat (tu nhién):
Thi du nhu hai [] viét bang bé ma hgp véi chir Hoi hai thanh chi dang (hinh anh
cu thé) con ngua sg (hai) - néu ly luan la t&r ch héi (sg hai, trang thai tinh than,
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triru tugng - nhu kinh [J ) ta sadn xuat ra chir ‘hai’ ‘kinh’ 1a con ngua (cu thé, vat
chat) thi e rang khéng hgp vdi tién trinh tu nhién cho 1am[v]! Pay la mét céi bay
thuong gap trong ly luan vé ngudn goc: giai doan nao cé trudc - triing hay tring
ga? (chicken or egg argument).

3) That ra, am *ngo(u) da tung chi con ngua trong vén tir Hadn cd: chit hiém
*ngo(u) [] ¢6 cau tric la bd ma [] (chi nghia la ngua) hgp véi chir ngd [] (biéu
am, thanh phan hai thanh) tirng c6é nghia la con ngua. Ch{r *ngo(u) nay doc theo
phién thiét 1111 ngoa ho thiét, am ngd - ma danh [I] , tén mot loai
ngua - tén ngua, mét con ngua hay moét bay ngua (Tap Van, Loai Thién, T«
Thanh Thién Hai, Ty Vi, Chdnh Tu Théng, Tu dién Khang Hy). Hoc gid Trung
Quoc thoi trude rat chiu khé ghi chép lai cac hanh trinh, dir kién ngbén ng{r (td.
Huyén Trang véi Tay Vuc Ki, Nghia Tinh ...) nhu cht *ngo(u) & trén, du khéng
phai la tiéng me dé. Clng nhu truong hgp chr hiém *dak [] (dac > dak, nac)
nghia la nudc[vi] (thay HV) ting xuat hién trong Ngoc Thién (tac gid C6 Da
Vuong 519-581) va chép lai trong Kim Thach Van Ty Bién Di, Tap Van, Quang
Van, Long Kham Tha Gidm, T¢ Thanh Thién Hai, Tu Vi ... Cac ch{r hiém nhu
*ngo(u), *dak nhu trén, ki am tiéng nudc ngoai, di nhién thudng chiu chung s6
phan la bi dao thai tu tir trong ngdn ngl ban dia (Trung Hoa). Tuy nhién, cédc dir
kién nay lai rat quy gid cho qué trinh khéi phuc am c6, truy nguyén (td. Tay Vuc
Ki déng gép khdong nhé trong qua trinh khai quat va truy nguyén cho cac nha
khao c8 An D9).

4) Trong mot thai gian rat gigi han cta budi tro chuyén vé ngudn géc Viét
(Nam) cula tén 12 con gidp, dac biét la cho nam 2026 hay nam ngua (Ngo),
khong thé ban sau vé cac dit kién ngdbn nglr lich st lién hé; cac ban quan tdm cé
thé tim hi€u thém chi tiét qua loat bai viét "Ngudén gbc Viét (Nam) cla tén 12
con gidp", phan 13 chd dé "Ngo ngll ngua" cung tac gid (Nguyén Cung Thong)
dang trén mang Dai Hoc Quéc Gia Ha Noi[vii] hay trang Pai Hoc Qubc Gia TP
HCM][viii], trang bdo xuan Tién Phong[ix] nam 2009... M6t diéu kha thd vi ma
ngudi viét (NCT) da néu ra nhiéu lan, va nén nhac lai ¢ day la trong tu dién Viét
BO La (1651), trang 287 chi Mao dugc ghi thém la méo ~ hora felis - ti€ng La
Tinh nghia la gio (con) meo. Cac tai liéu nhu Van Dai Loai Ngr cia hoc gia Lé
Quy Bo6n (1726-1784), Dictionarium Latino-Anamiticum cla Taberd (1838) déu
ghi biéu tugng Mao la con thd! Diéu nay cho thay su khac biét gilra van hda bac
hoc hay 'Han hoc/Nho hoc' rat 1&é thudc vao Trung Hoa, so vGi van héa dan
gian (khau ngr) cha dai ching. Gid st nhu cudn Van Pai Loai Ngir dugc dung
lam ‘sach gido khoa’ thi méo c6 thé hoan toan bi€n mat trong 12 con giap[x],
diéu nay sé lam cho viéc tim nguén goc cla tén 12 con giap Viét Nam trd nén
khé khan v6 cling; nhé rang chi Mao cé bi€u tugng la thé chr khéng phai la méo
trong van hdéa Nhat Ban, Han, Thai Lan, Cambodia, Myanmar... Bay la mét dir
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kién cho thay kha nang rat cao la hé thdéng 12 con gidp cla cac nudc nay[xi] co
nguén goéc tir phuong Bac (Trung Hoa). That la dang suy ngdm céu ca dao sau
day - truyén lai tr cac thé hé trudc (td. ghi lai trong cuén Nam Quéc Phuong
Ngon Tuc Nglr Bi Luc):

Tram nam bia da thi mon
Ngan nam bia miéng van con tro tro.

Mot su kién dang ghi lai & day la trong vong hai thap nién qua, ngay Tét A Chau
& Uc da déi tir Chinese New Year (Tét Trung Quéc) thanh Lunar New Year (Tét
theo Am lich); Chinese Zodiac (12 con gidp Trung Quéc) song hanh Vdi
Viethamese Zodiac[xii] (12 con gidp Viét Nam) phan anh sy thay déi tu duy vé
ngudn goc cla 12 con giadp va ngay Tét A Chau.

Tac gia: Nguyén Cung Théngli]

[il Nghién clu tiéng Viét doc 1ap & Melbourne - dia chi
nguyencungthong@gmail.com

[ii] Tham khao loat bai "Nguén go6c Viét (Nam) cla tén 12 con giap" trén trang

nay chang han
https://ngonnguhoc.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=629:ngun-
gc-vit-nam-ca-ten-12-con-giap-tyt-chut-chut-tip-theo&itemid=38 hay

https://nghiencuulichsu.com/2020/02/06/nguon-goc-viet-nam-cua-ten-12-con-
giap-ti-chok-chut-chuot-10b;/...

[iii] Bai viét "Ch{r Ngo, tU sgi day cuong dén con ngua" cla tac gia An Chi, dang
trén Kién Thic Ngay Nay - s6 413 xudn Nhadm Ngo 2003. Ngudi viét van chua
tim thay ch* hiém [J] ngua ma cu An Chi da trich trong bai! Cé 1é cu An Chi
dua vao gidi thich cta Paul Schneider trong "Dictionnaire historiqgue des
idéogrammes vietnamiens" Université de Nice-Sophia Antipolis (1992). Hoc gid
Schneider dé nghi ngua c6 goc la Ngo, lai trich tir tai liéu Grammata Serica
Recensa cla Bernhard Karlgren (1957).

[iv] Danh tu tiéng Phap harnais va réne cling cé nhitng cach dung tuong tu:
tenir les rénes de I'Etat ~ cai tri (vuc) nudc, khéng thdy ma rong nghia dé chi
con ngua...

[v] Thi du vai truong hop vé cach dung an du (phép an du - metaphor) dua vao
tinh chat cu thé (loai vat) dé chi tinh chat triru tugng (tinh tinh con nguoi) nhu
dau trdu mat ngua, long lang da thd, khdu phat tdm xa, hang hum
béng/noc/miéng ran (chi nai cuc ky nguy hiém)...
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[vi] Tham khao thém chi tiét bai viét cung tac gid (Nguyén Cung Théng) “Lan
I6n (‘ngong’) n - | qua lang kinh tiéng Viét tu TK 17 va mé réng” dang trong Tap
Chi Khoa Hoc Bai Hoc Béng A Tap 4 S6 4 (2025) ...v.v...

[viil Tham khdo trang nay https://ling.ussh.vnu.edu.vn/vi/nghien-cuu-khoa-
hoc/chuong-trinh-de-tai-du-an/nguon-goc-viet-nam-cua-ten- 12-con-giap-ngo-
ngu-ngua-872.html...

[viii] Tham khao trang nay http://khoavanhoc-
ngonngu.edu.vn/home/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4593:ngun
gc-vit-nam-ca-ten-12-con-giap-ng-ng-
nga&catid=55:tieudiem&ltemid=133&lang=vi...

[ix] Tham khdo trang nay chang han https://tienphong.vn/nguoi-tim-nguon-ten-
12-con-giap-post151678.tpo...

[x] Cac tai liéu ti€ng La Tinh Taberd, 1838), hay ti€ng Phap vao thoi Nguyén
cling ghi con thé cho chi Mao nhu “Grammaire annamite a I'usage des Francais
de I'’Annam et du Tonkin” (Vallot, 1905), "Les symboles, les emblemes et les
accessoires du culte chez les Annamites: Notes d'ethnographie religieuse"
(Gustave Dumoutier, 1891), “Annuaire de I'Indochine Francaise 1892. Il. Partie:
Annam - Tonkin...

[xi] Cac nudc Nhat Ban, Han, Thai Lan, Cambodia, Myanmar hau nhu 'chép
nhan' kha nang 12 con giap nhap tu Trung Hoa vao nhirng thoi van hoc cuc
thinh hay qua giao luu ton gido (dao Phat): td. Nhat Ban chinh thirc dung 12 con
gidp vao nam 604 SCN, Han quéc vao triéu dai Silla chang han. Cac nudc nay
khéng thay 'dat van dé' vé ngudn goc tén goi 12 con gidp nhu trong tdm cla
loat bai "Nguon gbc Viét (Nam) cla tén 12 con giap".

[xii] T dau thap nién 1970 cho dén gan day, ngudi Uc (hay My, Anh) thudng chi
ndi dén Chinese zodiac, Chinese New Year trong cac hoat déng van hda, kinh té
... Day cling la trdi nghiém cua chinh nguai viét (NCT).

[xiii] Tham khdo bai viét Trung bay chuyén dé “Linh vat Viét Nam” trén trang

Bao tang Lich su Quéc gia VN
https://baotanglichsu.vn/vi/Articles/4002/68895/trung-bay-chuyen-dje-linh-vat-
viet-

nam.html#:~:text=Tr%C6%B0Nng%20b%C3%A0y%20chuy%C3%AAN%20%C4%91%E
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