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Muén vao clra phap moén Tinh D9, diéu quan trong la hanh gia phai tin rang coi
Cuc Lac la c6 that, va ddc Phat A Mi Ba ludn bdo vé, san sang tié€p dan ching
sinh nao tin tudng sau sac, siéng niém sau chir hong danh kéu tén cta Ngai.

(THE NINE GRADES OF REBIRTH IN AMITABHA'S PURELAND).

Ba bac vang sinh vé Cuc Lac Tay phuong cla Phat A Mi Da gom: THUQNG,
TRUNG, HA.

Mbi BAC lai tdch ra lam ba loai nhd, nén thanh ra chin loai, hay con goi la “chin
Pham”.

Do dé, c6 téng cOng la chin pham.
A. BAC THUONG PHAM VANG SINH
1. Thugng pham Thugng sinh:

2. Thugng pham Trung sinh:

3. Thugng phdm Ha sinh:

B. BAC TRUNG PHAM VANG SINH
4. Trung Phdm Thugng Sinh:

5. Trung Pham Trung Sinh:

6. Trung Pham Ha Sinh:

C. BAC HA PHAM VANG SINH

7. Ha phdam Thugng sinh:

8. Ha Pham Trung Sinh:
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9. Ha Pham Ha Sinh:

(THE NINE GRADES OF REBIRTH IN AMITABHA'S PURELAND.
There are three LEVELS of Each rebirth: HIGH, MIDDLE and LOW.
And within each of the three LEVELS, there are also three GRADES.
Therefore, in total, there are NINE GRADES.
A. THE HIGHEST GRADE OF REBIRTH
1.The Highest LEVEL of the Highest GRADE
2. The Middle LEVEL of the Highest GRADE
3. The Lowest LEVEL of the Highest GRADE
B. THE MIDDLE GRADE OF REBIRTH
4. Highest Level of the Middle Grade
5. Middle Level of the Middle Grade
6. Lowest Level of the Middle Grade.
C. THE LOWEST GRADE OF REBIRTH
7. Highest Level of the Lowest Grade

8. Middle Level of the Lowest Grade

O

. Lowest Level of the Lowest Grade)

Dudi day la phan trich tir “KINH QUAN VO LUQNG THO PHAT”
(THE SUTRA ON CONTEMPLATION OF AMITAYUS)
- Viét dich: Hda thugng THICH TRI TINH (1917-2014)

(Phap HOi QUAN VO LUONG THO PHAT Thi 62, Kinh DAI BAO TiCH)
1. THUONG PHAM THUONG SINH:

Plrc Phat bao A Nan (Ananda) va Vi Bé Hi (Vaidehi):
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“Ngudi sinh Cuc Lac thé gigi, bAc THUONG PHAM THUONG SINH &y.

Néu cé ching sinh nguyén sinh Cuc Lac thé gidi, phat ba th& tam lién duogc
vang sinh.

~Nhiing gi |a BA TAM?
-Mot la chi thanh tam(sincere faith).
-Hai la tham tam (deep faith)

-va Ba la hoi huéng phat nguyén tam (the faith that seeks birth there by
transferring one's merit).

Nguoi du ba tam nay, thi at sinh Cuc Lac thé gidi.
~Con c6 BA HANG chung sinh sé dugc vang sinh.
*Nhimg gi 1a BA HANG?

-M6t la tur tam, khdng sat, da cac gidi hanh.

-Hai la doc tung KINH DIEN phuong dang DAl THUA.

-Ba la tu Luc Niém (practice the six forms of mindfulness), héi huéng phat
nguyén nguyén sinh vé Cuc Lac.

Ngugi du cac cong ddc nay tu moét ngay dén bay ngay, lién dugc vang sinh.

Ldc sinh vé nudc ay, vi ngudi nay tinh tién diing manh, nén thay A Di Da Nhu
Lai cung Quan Thé Am, Pai Thé& Chi, vd s& Héa Phat, tram ngan Ty Kheo, Thanh
Van dai chlng, vo lugng chu Thién trong cung dién bay bau.

Quan Thé Am B6 Tat cam DAI KIM CUONG, cung Dai Thé Chi B6 Tat dén trudc
hanh nhan.

A Di Pa Phat phdong dai quang minh chiéu than hanh gid, cung cac B6 Téat gio
tay ra nghénh tiép.

Quan Thé& Am, Dai Thé& Chi cung v6 s6 B6 Tat tadn than hanh gid, khuyé&n khich
sach tién tam hanh gia.

Hanh gia thay réi hoan hy, hét stc vui mung.
Hanh gid tu thay than minh ngoi dai kim cuong (vajra-seat) di theo sau Phat.

Nhu khodng khdy ngdén tay, da vang sinh nuéc Cuc Lac.

“Ba bac, 9 phdm sen vang” khi vang sinh Cuc Lac
https://tapchinghiencuuphathoc.vn/ba-bac-9-pham-sen-vang-khi-vang-sinh-cuc-lac.html



Sinh & nudc Cuc Lac roéi, thay sac than Phat A Di Da day da cac tudéng.
Thay chu B6 Tat sac tudng day du.

Quang minh cay ring bau dién néi diéu phap, nghe réi lién ngd VO SINH PHAP
NHAN (Anutpattikadharmakshanti).

Trong thoi gian giay lat, di khap thap phuong thé gidi, kinh thd chu Phat.
O trudc chu Phat tha dé tho ky.
Tré vé b6n quéc Cuc Lac, dugc vo lugng tram ngan da la ni.

~Day goi 13 ngudi THUGNG PHAM THUONG SINH.

THE NINE GRADES OF REBIRTH IN AMITABHA'S PURELAND. @
A. THE HIGHEST GRADE OF REBIRTH

-Have a compassionate heart, abstain from

1.The Highest LEVEL killing & observe the precepts;
of -Chant the MAHAYANA SUTRAS of greater
the Highest GRADE scope;

-Practice the six forms of mindfulness.

-Don't necessarily uphold & chant the sutras
PR ELLICIRSYEEE of greater scope, but comprehend

of the Buddha'’s teachings.

L CR L ESAEE S Have faith in the law of karmic causes & effects
& Don't speak slightingly of the Mahayana.

-Accept the law of karmic causes & effects, don't
speak slightingly of the Mahayana & awaken
aspiration for the highest Enlightenment.

-They transfer the merit acquired to the Pure
Land, aspiring to be born there.

3.The Lowest LEVEL
of

the Highest GRADE

2. THUONG PHAM TRUNG SINH:

Ngudi THUQGNG PHAM TRUNG SINH &y.
Ngudi nay khong cén tho tri, doc tung hét KINH BPIEN phuong d&ng DAI THUA.

Nhung phai hiéu ro 10i day cla Dlc Phat dén muic khi nghe nhitng chéan ly t6i
thugng, ho khéng hé nao ning.
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Ho c6 niém tin sau sac vao nhan qua va khéng phi bang Dai Thtra.
Pem cong dic ay hoi huéng, nguyén cau sinh vé Cuc Lac thé gidi.

Ngudi c6 cdng hanh nhu vay, lGc Idm chung, A Di Ba Phat cung Quan Thé Am,
Dai Thé Chi, vb lugng dai chdng vay quanh, cam dai ti kim (a purple-gold lotus-
seat) dén trudc hanh giad khen rang:

-Nay Phap t&! Nguoi hanh Dai Thira, hi€u dé nhat nghia, nén nay ta dén nghénh
ti€ép nguoi.

Dlc Phat A Di Da cung ngan Hdéa Phat (a thousand transformed Buddhas) dong
thoi trao tay.

Hanh gid ay, tu thay minh ng6i dai ta kim.

Hanh giad chap tay, ca ngoi chu Phat.

Nhu khodng moét niém, lién sinh nuéc Cuc Lac, trong ao that bao.

DPai t&r kim ay nhu hoa sen 16n, qua mét dém lién nd.

Than hanh gid mau vang tia, dudi chan cling cé hoa sen bay bau.

Phat va B6 Tat dong thoi phdng quang chi€u than hanh gid, mat lién ma sang.

Nho tlc tép trudc, nén khap nghe cac am thanh thuan néi tham tham dé nhat
nghia dé.

Hanh gid ay lién xudng kim dai (golden seat), lay Phéat, chap tay tan than Thé
Ton.

Qua bay ngay, lién dugc “Bat Théi Chuyén”, dé ching ngdé VO THUONG BO DE.
Lién cé thé bay di khap mudi phuong, kinh thd chu Phat.

O trudc chu Phat, tu cac tam mudi (samadhi).

Qua mot ti€u kiép, dugc “V6 sinh phap nhan”, dugc tho ky.

Pay goi 13 ngudi THUQGNG PHAM TRUNG SINH vay.

3. THUONG PHAM HA SINH:

*Ngudi THUGNG PHAM HA SINH &y.
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Ngudi nay cling tin nhan qua, chang hay bang Dai thira.
Phat tam VO THUONG BO DE.
Dem cong dic ay hoi huéng, nguyén cau sinh vé Cuc Lac thé gidi.

Hanh gid &y Itc 1dm chung, A Di Da Phat cung Quan Thé Am, Dai Thé Chi va chu
B6 Tat cam hoa sen vang, héa lam nam tram Phéat dén rudc.

Nam tram Hdéa Phéat déng thoi trao tay khen rang:
“_Nay Phap tl, nay nguoi thanh tinh phat TAM VO THUGQNG BO DE.
Ta dén rudc nguoi.”

Hanh gia IGc thay su ay, lién ty thdy than minh ngéi hoa sen bang vang (golden
lotus-flower).

Ngoi réi hoa khép lai, theo sau Phat, Hanh gia lién dugc vang sinh Cuc Lac thé
gi6i trong ao bady bau.

Qua mot ngay moét dém, hoa sen bang vang mdi nd.
Qua bady ngay, médi dugc thay Phat.

DU thay than Phat, ma chang thay to rdé cac tudng hao.
Sau hai muoi mét ngay, mdi thay ro hét.

Nghe cac &m thanh déu dién Diéu Phdp (wonderful Dharma), di khap muoi
phuong cung dudong chu Phat.

O trudc chu Phat, nghe tham tham Phap.

Qua ba tiéu kiép, dugc tram phap minh mon, tru bac HOAN Hi DIA.
DAy goi 13 ngudi THUGNG PHAM HA SINH vay.

Day goi la phap tuédng hang THUQONG PHAM vang sinh.

Goi la phap quan th& muai bén”.

4. TRUNG PHAM THUONG SINH:

Plrc Phat bdo A Nan va Vi Dbé Hi:

“Ngudi TRUNG PHAM THUQNG SINH &y.

“Ba bac, 9 phdm sen vang” khi vang sinh Cuc Lac
https://tapchinghiencuuphathoc.vn/ba-bac-9-pham-sen-vang-khi-vang-sinh-cuc-lac.html



Né&u c6 ching sinh tho tri Ngii gidi, tri Bat gidi trai, tu hanh cac Gidi, chang tao
ngl nghich, khéng c6 cac toi 16i.

Pem thién can nay nguyén cau sinh vé Cuc Lac thé gidi.

Hanh gid Iic Iam chung, A Di Da Phat cung céc Ty kheo va quyén thudc vay
quanh, phéng anh sang kim sac dén chd hanh gia, dién néi su that vé KHO,
KHONG, VO THUONG, VO NGA, va ca ngoi viéc tir bd thé gian (renunciation of
the world) nhu la con duong thoat khaéi dau khé.

Hanh gia thay réi long rat vui mung, tu thay than minh ngoéi dai lién hoa, quy
dai, chap tay danh |é Phat.

LUc chua cat dau lén, lién dugc vang sinh Cuc Lac thé gidi, hoa sen lién nd.

Ldc hoa sen nd, nghe cac am thanh tan than t& dé€, hanh gid lién dugc A La
Han, dat dugc Tam minh, Luc thong va Bat giai thoat.

Pay goi 13 ngudi TRUNG PHAM THU QNG SINH vay.

5. TRUNG PHAM TRUNG SINH:

Ngudi TRUNG PHAM TRUNG SINH &y:

Néu c6 ching sinh hodac mét ngay mot dém, tri Bat gidi trai, hoac mot ngay mét
dém tri gidi Sa di, hoac mot ngay mot dém tri Cu Tuc gidi, oai nghi khong kém
thiéu.

Pem cong dic nay hoi hudng, nguyén cau sinh vé Tay phuong Cuc Lac thé gidi.

Do giGi huong huan tu, hanh gid nay Iic lam chung, thady A Di Da Phat cung cac
quyén thubéc phéng kim sac quang, cam budu lién hoa (seven-jewelled lotus-
flower), dén truéc hanh gia.

Hanh gid tu nghe hu khéng cé tiéng khen rang :

-Nay thién nam t& ! Nhu nguoi la hang thién nhan, tuy thuan theo I6i day cua
tam thé chu Phat, nén ta dén rudc.

Hanh gia tu thay than minh ngbi trén hoa sen.
Hoa sen lién khép lai, sinh trong ao bau Tay phuong Cuc Lac thé giéi.

Qua bay ngay, hoa sen mdi né.
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Hoa nd réi, ma mat chap tay, tdn than Thé Ton.
Nghe phap hoan hi, dugc qua TU DA HOAN.
Qua nua kié€p, thanh bac A La Han.

Pay goi 1a ngudi TRUNG PHAM TRUNG SINH vay.

5 THE NINE GRADES OF REBIRTH IN AMITABHA'S PURELAND.
B. THE MIDDLE GRADE OF REBIRTH
P12 S PSS B - Keep the 5 precepts, observe the 8
of abstinences, pr.actinx:ﬁl_-j in corppliance with
various precepts & abstain from committing
the Middle Grade the 5 gravest offenses & other transgressions.
- Aspire to be born in the Pure Land.

5. Middle Level - Observe for at least a day and night the 8
abstinences, the precepts for a novice or the
complete precepts of a monk or a nun,

- Don't violate any of the rules of conduct.

- Aspire to be born in the Pure Land.

6. Lowest Level - Who are dutiful to and care for their parents &
of do benevolent deeds for others.

S VLl X el o1 ] - When he is about to die, he may meet a good
teacher, who fully explains to him the land of
Amitayus and His 48 Great Vows.

of

the Middle Grade

6. TRUNG PHAM HA SINH:

TRUNG PHAM HA SINH &y:
NEu c6 thién nam thién nit hi€u dudng cha me, lam viéc nhan tu thé gian.

Ngudi nay lac 1dm chung, gap THIEN TRI THU'C vi ho ma néi réng nhiing su vui
noi quéc dd cda Phat A Di Da, cling néi bdn muoi tdm NGUYEN cla Phap Tang
Ty Kheo ( Bhiksu Dharmakara).

Nghe roi lién chét.

Vi nhu khodng thoi gian ma trdng si co dubi canh tay, lién dugc vang sinh vé
Tay phuong Cuc Lac thé gidi.
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Qua bady ngay, gap Quan Thé Am va DPai Thé Chi B6 Tat, hoan hy nghe phap,
dugc qua Tu Da Hoan.

Qua mot tiéu kiép, thanh A La Han.

DAy goi 13 ngudi TRUNG PHAM HA SINH vay.

Day goi la phap tuéng hang TRUNG PHAM vang sinh.
Goi la phap quan th muagi lam”.

7. HA PHAM THUONG SINH:

Plrc Phat bao A Nan va Vi bé Hi :
“Ngudi HA PHAM THUQONG SINH &y:
Hoac cé chung sinh tao nhirng nghiép ac.

Ngudi ngu nhu vay, du chang huy bang Kinh dién Phuong dang DAI THUA, ma
tao nhiéu viéc 4c nhung khéng hoi han.

Ngudi nay ldc lam chung, gap Thién Tri Thidc, vi ho ma ndéi mugi hai bé Kinh DA
THUA danh tu Dau dé (the titles of the twelve divisions of the Mahayana
sutras).

*kDo nghe tén cla cac kinh nhu vay, ma dut trir ngan ki€p ac nghiép cuc trong.
Tri gid lai bdo chap tay, xung “Nam mo A Di Da Phat”.
~Do xung danh hiéu cla Phat, nén trr dugc nam muai Uc kié€p tdi sinh -tur.

Luc &y, Phat A Di Ba lién sai Héa Phat, héa Quan Thé Am, héa Dai Thé Chi dén
trudc hanh giad khen rang :

-“Nay thién nam t ! Vi nguoi xung danh hiéu Phat, cac toi tiéu diét, ta dén rudc
nguoi. “

Nghe néi 16i ay roi, hanh gid lién thay quang minh cta Hdéa Phat chiéu sdng ca
nha.

Thay roi, hoan hi mang chung, ngéi btu lién hoa, theo sau Héa Phat, sinh trong
ao bau cua Cuc Lac thé gidi.

Qua bén muoi chin ngay, hoa sen bau magi né.
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DPang IGc hoa nd, Dai Bi Quan Thé Am Bé Tat va Dai Thé Chi B6 Tat phéng dai
guang minh ding truéc nguai ay.

Vi nguoi &y ma néi tham tham MUOI HAI BO KINH (the extremely profound
teachings of the twelve divisions of the scriptures).

Ngudi 8y nghe, réi tin hiéu, phat TAM VO THUONG BO DE.
Qua mudi tiéu ki€p, du tram phap minh mén, dugc nhap bac SO DIA.

Day goi 13 ngudi HA PHAM THUONG SINH vay”.
8. HA PHAM TRUNG SINH:

Plrc Phat bdo A Nan va Vi bé Hi :
“Ngudi HA PHAM TRUNG SINH &y:
Hoac cé ching sinh hiy pham ngi giéi, Bat gigi va Cu tdc gidi.

Nguoi ngu nay trom cua vat Tang ky, trdm cda vat hién tién Tang, bat tinh
thuyét phap, nhung khéng héi han.

Ngudi nay lam 6 ué ban than minh bang nghiép éc.
Nguai toi nhu day, do nghiép ac phai doa dia nguc.
Ldc Idam chung, céac Ita dia nguc déng thoi hién dén.

Gap thién tri thic, vi Iong dai tu bi, vi nguoi dy ma khen néi muoi luc oai duic
cla duc Phat A Di Pa, rong khen quang minh than luc cda dic Phat A Di Da,
cling tan duong nhirng céng dic cla Ngai trong viéc gilt gidi, thién dinh, tri tué,
gidi thoat va tri kién gidi thoat.

Ngudi &y nghe roi, trr dugc tdm muai Uc ki€p téi sinh -tur.

Lra manh dia nguc bdng bién thanh gié mat, théi cac thién hoa (wafting
heavenly flowers) bay dén.

Trén hoa déu cé Hoa Phat, Héa B6 Tat ti€p rudc nguoi ay.

Trong khodang moét niém, lién dugc sinh trong hoa sen noi ao bau cla Cuc Lac
thé gidi.

Qua sau kiép, hoa sen méi né.
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Quan Thé Am B6 Tat va Dai Thé Chi B6 Tat dung pham am thanh an Ui ngudi
ay.

Vi ngudi 8y, ma néi kinh dién PAlI THUA tham thadm (profound MAHAYANA
SUTRAS).

Nghe phép &y réi, ngudi dy lién phat TAM VO THUQNG DAO.

bay goi la ngudi HA PHAM TRUNG SINH vay"”.

THE NINE GRADES OF REBIRTH IN AMITABHA'S PURELAND. @
C.THE LOWEST GRADE OF REBIRTH

Commit various evil acts but don't slander the
7. Highest Level Mahayana sutras of greater scor.;e.
i - When this person is about to die, he maz meet a
good teacher, who praises the titles of the 12
the Lowest Grade divisions of the Mahayana sutras.
- By hearing these sutra-titles, he is released from the
burden of evil karma.

- Violate the 5 precepts, the 8 precepts or the

8. Middle Level complete precepts of a monk or a nun.
of - May meet a good teacher, who explains to him the

the Lowest Grade L4 supernal powers of Amitayus, the majestic power

of the light of that Buddha, his virtues in the
observance of the precepts, meditation, wisdom,...

9. Lowest Level - Commit such evils as the five gravest offenses, 10

£ evil acts and all kinds of immorality.
Y - May meet a good teacher, who consoles him,

the Lowest Grade teaching him the wonderful Dharma and urging
him to be mindful of the Buddha.

9. HA PHAM HA SINH:

Plrc Phat bao A Nan va Vi Dé Hi:
“Ngudi HA PHAM HA SINH &y.
Hodc c6 ching sinh tao nghiép bat thién ngl nghich, thap ac du cac bat thién.

Ngudi ngu nhu vay, do ac nghiép phai doa ac dao, trdi qua nhiéu ki€p tho khé
vO cung.

Ngudi ngu ay, ldc [dam chung, gap thién tri thirc dung nhiéu I6i an Ui, vi ndéi diéu
phap, day bao NIEM PHAT.
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Ngudi dy bi khé burc, khéng thé niém duoc.

Thién hiru bdo rang nay nguci chang thé niém Phat kia, néu dugc thi nguaoi nén
xung danh hiéu Phat A Di Da.

Nhu vay chi tdm khién ti€ng xung danh chang dat, dd mudi niém.
Nén xung nhu vay : “Nam mo A Di Da Phat”.

*Do xung danh hiéu Phéat, nén trong moi niém, trir dugc tdm muai Gc ki€p toi
sinh- tu.

Lic mang chung, thay kim lién hoa, dudng nhu mat Nhat, tru trudc nguai ay.

Nhu khodang mot niém, lién dugc vang sinh vé Cuc Lac thé gidi, & trong hoa
sen.

Sau mudi hai dai ki€p, hoa sen ay mdgi nd.

Quan Th&é Am B6 Tat va Pai Thé Chi B6 Tat dung &m thanh dai bi, vi ngudi ay
dién néi that tuéng cac phép, ndéi phap trir diét toi.

Ngudi &y nghe phap réi rat vui ming, lién phat tam VO THUONG BO DE.
DAy goi 1a ngudi HA PHAM HA SINH.

Day goi la phap tuéng hang HA PHAM vang sinh.

Goi la phap quan th& mugi sau vay”.

Vé mudi sau phap quan ay, lién ldc do, thay tudng rong Ién Cuc Lac thé gidi.
DPugc thay sac than Phat A Di Da va hai B6 Tat Quan Thé Am, Pai Thé Chi.
Long rat hoan hy, khen chua tung cé.

Vi Dé Hi hoat nhién dai ngd dugc VO SINH PHAP NHAN.

Nam tram thi nit phat tam Vo6 thugng B6 dé, nguyén sinh Cuc Lac thé gidi.
Dlc Thé Ton tho ky déu sé vang sinh.

Sinh nudc Cuc Lac, roi dugc chu Phat hién tién tam mudi.

Con cé vb lugng chu Thién phat TAM VO THUQONG DAO.
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(-Viét dich : Hda thugng THICH TRi TINH)

-Phéan tiéng Anh dudi day, st dung ban dich cua:

The text follows the TAISHO TRIPITAKA EDITION, vol. 12, and the passage
numbers follow Jodoshinshu Seiten, 1988, pp. 87-117. Translated from Chinese
by Hisao Inagaki.

https://huntingtonarchive.org/resources/downloads/sutras/04amitabhaPureland/Amit:
*NINE GRADES OF REBIRTH:

1) THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF THE HIGHEST GRADE

The Buddha said to Ananda and Vaidehi,

"“Those born in the Western Land are of nine grades.

Those who attain birth on the highest level of the highest grade are sentient
beings who resolve to be born in that land, awaken the three kinds of faith and
so are born there.

What are the three?

They are,

-First, the sincere faith;

-Second, the deep faith;

-and Third, the faith that seeks birth there by transferring one's merit.
Those who have these three kinds of faith will certainly be born there.
“There are three other kinds of sentient beings who also attain birth.
Who are the three?

They are,

-First, those who have a compassionate heart, abstain from killing and observe
the precepts;

-Second, those who chant the MAHAYANA SUTRAS of greater scope;

-and Third, those who practice the six forms of mindfulness.
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They aspire to be born in that Buddha-land by transferring there the merit of
practice.

With the merit acquired from doing these acts for one to seven days, they
attain birth.

“When an aspirant is about to be born in that land through dedicated and
undaunted practices, the Tathagata Amitayus arrives together with
Avalokiteshvara, Mahasthamaprapta, innumerable transformed Buddhas, a
great assembly of a hundred thousand monks and shravakas and innumerable
devas in seven-jewelled palaces.

The Bodhisattva Avalokiteshvara, carrying a VAJRA-SEAT, together with the
Bodhisattva Mahasthamaprapta, approaches the aspirant.

Amitayus releases a great flood of light which illuminates the aspirant's body
and, along with the bodhisattvas, extends his hands in welcome.

Avalokiteshvara and Mahasthamaprapta, together with innumerable
bodhisattvas, praise and encourage the aspirant.
Seeing this, the aspirant rejoices so greatly as to dance.

Then he sees himself sitting on the vajra-seat, and following the Buddha, is
born into that land in the time it takes to snap one's fingers.

"After being born in that land, he sees the Buddha's body complete with all its
physical characteristics and also [345a] the bodies of the bodhisattvas equally
complete with all their physical characteristics.

Hearing the discourse on the wonderful Dharma sent forth by the light and the
jewelled trees, he then reaches the insight into the non-arising of all dharmas.

In a single moment, he visits and worships all the Buddhas of the ten quarters
and receives from each of them the prediction of his future Buddhahood.

Returning to the Pure Land, he is endowed with innumerable hundreds of
thousands of dharanis.

Such a person is called one who attains birth on the highest level of the highest
grade.

“Ba bac, 9 phdm sen vang” khi vang sinh Cuc Lac
https://tapchinghiencuuphathoc.vn/ba-bac-9-pham-sen-vang-khi-vang-sinh-cuc-lac.html



THE NINE GRADES OF REBIRTH
IN AMITABHA'S PURELAND.

A. THE HIGHEST GRADE OF REBIRTH
1.The Highest LEVEL of the Highest
GRADE

2. The Middle LEVEL of the Highest
GRADE

3. The Lowest LEVEL of the Highest
GRADE

(]
T AVATAM-
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B. THE MIDDLE GRADE OF REBIRTH
4. Highest Level of the Middle Grade
5. Middle Level of the Middle Grade
6. Lowest Level of the Middle Grade.

C.THE LOWEST GRADE OF REBIRTH
7. Highest Level of the Lowest Grade
8. Middle Level of the Lowest Grade
9. Lowest Level of the Lowest Grade

2) THE MIDDLE LEVEL OF THE HIGHEST GRADE

[23] "Those who attain birth on the middle level of the highest grade, do not
necessarily uphold and chant the sutras of greater scope, but comprehend the
teachings of the Buddha so well that when they hear the supreme truths, they
are not dismayed.

They have deep faith in the law of karmic causes and effects and do not speak
slightingly of the Mahayana.

They transfer the merit acquired to the Land of Utmost Bliss, aspiring to be born
there.

"When such an aspirant is about to die, Amitayus appears before him,
surrounded by Avalokiteshvara, Mahasthamaprapta and innumerable sages and
attendants, carrying a purple-gold lotus-seat.

The Buddha praises him, saying,

'‘Son of the Dharma, because you have practiced the Mahayana and appreciate
the supreme truths, | have come to welcome you.'
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So saying, he and a thousand transformed Buddhas extend their hands all at
once towards the aspirant, who, seeing himself sitting on the purple- gold seat,
joins his palms and praises the Buddhas.

In an instant, he is born in a seven- jewelled pond of that land.

“The purple-gold seat has become like a great jewelled flower, which opens
after one night.

The body of the aspirant has become the color of purple-gold, and beneath his
feet are seven-jewelled lotus-flowers.

The Buddha and bodhisattvas together release a flood of light which illuminates
the aspirant's body.

His eyes open, and because of the store of merit from his previous life, he hears
voices everywhere expounding only the most profound and supreme truths.

Descending from his golden seat, he bows with joined palms and praises the
Buddha, the World-Honored One.

After seven days, he immediately reaches the Stage of Non-retrogression for
realizing the highest, perfect Enlightenment.

He is also able to fly in the ten quarters, as he wishes, to revere all the Buddhas
and learn various samadhis from them.

After the lapse of a smaller kalpa, he attains the insight into the non-arising of
all dharmas and receives from each Buddha the prediction of his future
Buddhahood.

Such a person is called one who attains birth on the middle level of the highest
grade.

3) THE LOWEST LEVEL OF THE HIGHEST GRADE

"Those who attain birth on the lowest level of the highest grade likewise accept
the law of karmic causes and effects, do not speak slightingly of the Mahayana
and awaken aspiration for the highest Enlightenment.

They transfer the merit acquired to the Land of Utmost Bliss, aspiring to be born
there.

"When such an aspirant is about to die, Amitayus, together with
Avalokiteshvara, Mahasthamaprapta and a host of attendants, come to
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welcome him, bringing a golden lotus-flower and manifesting five hundred
transformed Buddhas.

Those transformed Buddhas extend their hands all at once and praise the
aspirant, saying,

‘Son of the Dharma, since you have awakened pure aspiration for the highest
Enlightenment, we have come to welcome you.'

"When he has viewed all this, the aspirant finds himself seated upon a golden
lotus-flower, which then closes.

Following the World-Honored One, he immediately attains birth on a seven-
jewelled pond.

After a day and night, the lotus-flower [345b] opens and, within seven days, the
aspirant beholds the Buddha.

Although he sees the Buddha's body, he is still unable to discern his physical
characteristics and marks clearly.

But after three weeks, he sees them distinctly, and also hears all the sounds
and voices proclaiming the wonderful Dharma.

Then he can travel in all the ten directions to make offerings to the Buddhas
and hear their profound teachings.

After three smaller kalpas, he acquires clear understanding of the one hundred
dharmas and dwells in the Stage of Joy.

Such a person is called one who attains birth on the lowest level of the highest
grade.

These three together are known as the contemplation of the highest grade of
aspirants, and the fourteenth contemplation.

To practice in this way is called the correct contemplation, and to practice
otherwise is incorrect."
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{ THE NINE GRADES OF REBIRTH
IN AMITABHA'S PURELAND.
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1.The Highest LEVEL of the Highest
GRADE
2. The Middle LEVEL of the Highest
GRADE
3. The Lowest LEVEL of the Highest
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4. Highest Level of the Middle Grade
5. Middle Level of the Middle Grade
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C. THE LOWEST GRADE OF REBIRTH
7. Highest Level of the Lowest Grade
8. Middle Level of the Lowest Grade
9. Lowest Level of the Lowest Grade

Copyright Drawing:
Guo Tu-CTMLS

4) THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF THE MIDDLE GRADE
The Buddha said to Ananda and Vaidehi,

"Those who attain birth on the highest level of the middle grade are the
sentient beings who keep the five precepts, observe the eight abstinences,
practice in compliance with various precepts, and abstain from committing the
five gravest offenses and other transgressions.

They transfer the merit acquired to the Western Land of Utmost Bliss, aspiring
to be born there.

"When such a person is about to die, Amitayus appears before him, surrounded
by a host of monks and radiating a golden light.

He then expounds the truth of suffering, emptiness, impermanence and no-self,
and praises renunciation of the world as the way to escape from suffering.

"Seeing this, the aspirant greatly rejoices and finds himself seated upon a lotus-
flower.

He kneels down, joins his palms and worships the Buddha.
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Before he raises his head, he attains birth in the Land of Utmost Bliss, where his
lotus-bud soon opens.

When the flower opens, he hears various sounds and voices extolling the Four
Noble Truths. He immediately attains Arhatship, acquires the three kinds of
transcendent knowledge and the six supernatural powers, and realizes the
eight samadhis of emancipation. Such a person is called one who attains birth
on the highest level of the middle grade.

5) THE MIDDLE LEVEL OF THE MIDDLE GRADE

"“Those who attain birth on the middle level of the middle grade are the sentient
beings who observe for at least a day and night the eight abstinences, the
precepts for a novice or the complete precepts of a monk or a nun, and do not
violate any of the rules of conduct.

They transfer the merit acquired to the Land of Utmost Bliss, aspiring to be born
there.

"When such an aspirant, perfumed by the virtue of observing the precepts, is
about to die, he sees Amitayus coming towards him with his attendants,
radiating a golden light and carrying a seven-jewelled lotus-flower.

He hears a voice in the sky above praising him, saying

'Man of good deeds, since you are virtuous and have followed the teachings of
the Buddhas of the three periods, | have come to welcome you.'

The aspirant finds himself seated upon the lotus-flower.

The flower having closed, the aspirant is born on a jewelled pond of the
Western Land of Utmost Bliss.

After seven days, the lotus-bud unfolds, and then he opens his eyes.

With joined palms he pays homage to the World-Honored One, rejoices at
hearing the Dharma and reaches the Stage of a Stream-Winner.

After half a kalpa, he becomes an Arhat.

Such a person is called one who attains birth on the middle level of the middle
grade.

6) THE LOWEST LEVEL OF THE MIDDLE GRADE
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"“Those who attain birth on the lowest level of the middle grade are good men
and women who are dutiful to and care for their parents and do benevolent
deeds for others.

When such a person is about to die, he may meet a good teacher, who fully
explains to him the bliss of the land of Amitayus and the Forty-eight Great Vows
of the Bhiksu Dharmakara.

Having heard this, he dies and in the short time it takes a strong man to bend
and straighten his arm, he attains birth in the Western Land of Utmost Bliss.

Seven days after his birth there, he meets Avalokiteshvara and
Mahasthamaprapta, rejoices at hearing the Dharma from them and so reaches
the Stage of a Stream-Winner.

After one smaller kalpa, he becomes an Arhat.

Such a person is called one who attains birth on the lowest level of the middle
grade.

These three together are known as the contemplation of the middle grade of
aspirants and the fifteenth contemplation.

To practice in this way is called the correct contemplation, and to practice
otherwise is incorrect."

7) THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF THE LOWEST GRADE
The Buddha said to Ananda and Vaidehi,

“Those who attain birth on the highest level of the lowest grade are the sentient
beings who commit various evil acts but do not slander the Mahayana sutras of
greater scope.

When a foolish person such as this, who has committed much evil but feels no
remorse, is about to die, he may meet a good teacher, who praises the titles of
the twelve divisions of the Mahayana scriptures.

By hearing these sutra-titles, he is released from the burden of evil karma
which he has accumulated during a thousand kalpas.

Furthermore, this wise teacher advises him to join his palms and call,

'Homage to Amitayus Buddha' [Na-mo-o-mi-t'o-fo].’
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Calling the name of the Buddha extinguishes the evil karma that the dying
person has committed during fifty kotis of kalpas of Samsara.

"“The Buddha then sends his transformed body and those of Avalokiteshvara
and Mahasthamaprapta to the aspirant; they praise him, saying,

‘Well done, man of good deeds! By calling the Name of the Buddha your evil
karma has been extinguished, and so we have come to welcome you.'

When these words are uttered, the aspirant sees a flood of light from that
transformed Buddha fill his room.

Having seen this, he rejoices and dies.

Seated on a jewelled lotus-flower, he follows the transformed Buddha and is
born on a jewelled pond. In seven weeks the lotus-bud opens and
Avalokiteshvara, the Bodhisattva of Great Compassion, and Mahasthamaprapta
appear before him, releasing great floods of light, and explain to him the
extremely profound teachings of the twelve divisions of the scriptures.

Having heard these, the aspirant accepts them in faith, and awakens aspiration
for the highest Enlightenment.

After ten smaller kalpas, he acquires clear understanding of the one hundred
dharmas and enters the First Stage of Bodhisattvahood.

Such a person is called one who attains birth on the highest level of the lowest
grade.

Thus he is born by hearing the Name of the Buddha, the Dharma and the
Sangha -- that is, the Three Treasures."
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Copyrght raving: THE NINE GRADES OF REBIRTH
S IN AMITABHA'S PURELAND.

A. THE HIGHEST GRADE OF REBIRTH
1.The Highest LEVEL of the Highest
GRADE

2.The Middle LEVEL of the Highest
GRADE

3.The Lowest LEVEL of the Highest
GRADE

B. THE MIDDLE GRADE OF REBIRTH

4. Highest Level of the Middle Grade
5. Middle Level of the Middle Grade
6. Lowest Level of the Middle Grade.

C. THE LOWEST GRADE OF REBIRTH
7. Highest Level of the Lowest Grade
8. Middle Level of the Lowest Grade
9. Lowest Level of the Lowest Grade

8) THE MIDDLE LEVEL OF THE LOWEST GRADE
The Buddha said to Ananda and Vaidehi,

"Those who attain birth on the middle level of the lowest grade are the sentient
beings who violate the five precepts, the eight precepts or the complete
precepts of a monk or a nun.

A foolish person such as these steals from the Sangha or takes the personal
belongings of monks, or preaches the Dharma with impure motives but feels no
remorse.

Thus he [346a] defiles himself by evil karma, and because of this he will fall into
hell.

“When he is about to die and the flames of hell suddenly close in on him, he
may meet a good teacher, who compassionately explains to him the ten
supernal powers of Amitayus, fully describing the majestic power of the light of
that Buddha, his virtues in the observance of the precepts, meditation, wisdom,
emancipation and knowledge of emancipation.

When he has heard this, the evil karma which he has committed during eighty
kotis of kalpas of Samsara are extinguished;
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Thus, the fierce flames of hell turn into cool and refreshing breezes, wafting
heavenly flowers.

On each flower is a transformed Buddha accompanied by bodhisattvas
welcoming him. "In an instant, he attains birth within a lotus-bud on a seven-
jewelled pond.

After six kalpas the lotus-bud opens.

And then Avalokiteshvara and Mahasthamaprapta comfort him with their noble
voices and teach him profound MAHAYANA SUTRAS.

Upon hearing these, he immediately awakens aspiration for the highest
Enlightenment.

Such a person is called one who attains birth on the middle level of the lowest
grade."”

9) THE LOWEST LEVEL OF THE LOWEST GRADE

[30] The Buddha said to Ananda and Vaidehi, "Those who attain birth on the
lowest level of the lowest grade are the sentient beings who commit such evils
as the five gravest offenses, the ten evil acts and all kinds of immorality.

Owing to such evil karma, the fool like this will fall into evil realms and suffer
endless agony for many kalpas.

When he is about to die, he may meet a good teacher, who consoles him in
various ways, teaching him the wonderful Dharma and urging him to be mindful
of the Buddha;

But he is too tormented by pain to do so.
The good teacher then advises him,

'If you cannot concentrate on the Buddha, then you should say instead,
Homage to Amitayus Buddha.'

In this way, he sincerely and continuously says 'Homage to Amitayus Buddha'
[Na-mo- o-mi-t'o-fo] ten times.

Because he calls the Buddha's Name, with each repetition, the evil karma which
he has committed during eighty kotis of kalpas of Samsara is extinguished.

When he comes to die, he sees before him a golden lotus-flower like the disk of
the sun.
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And in an instant he is born within a lotus-bud in the Land of Utmost Bliss.
After twelve great kalpas, the lotus-bud opens.

When the flower opens, Avalokiteshvara and Mahasthamaprapta teach him with
voices of great compassion the method of extinguishing evil karma through the
realization of Suchness of all dharmas.

Hearing this, he rejoices and immediately awakens aspiration for
Enlightenment.

Such a person is called one who attains birth on the lowest level of the lowest
grade.

These three together are known as the contemplation of the lowest grade of
aspirants and the sixteenth contemplation."
(The text follows the Taisho Tripitaka edition, vol. 12, and the passage numbers
follow Jodoshinshu Seiten, 1988, pp. 87-117)

B6 Tat GIAC MINH DIEU HANH cé néi trong “Tay Phuong Xac Chi”:

“G c&i nay cé ké phat nguyén vang sinh, thi & cdi An Lac (Cuc Lac) lién sinh mot
dda sen”.

Khi Hanh gid niém Phat phat nguyén cau sinh vé Tay Phuong Cuc Lac, thi noi ao
that bao & coi Cuc Lac sé moc [én mot hoa sen.

Hoa sen dd la do sic tu hanh niém Phat cia hanh gia ma cé.

Néu hanh gid c( ti€p tuc niém Phat nhat tam, khéng gian doan, thi hoa sen ay
cl tu tu to 16n Ién.

Nguagc lai, néu hanh giad luoi bi€éng niém Phat thi hoa sen ay tu nhién cling héo
di.

Khi hanh gid phat tam tinh tan niém Phat trd lai, thi sé cé mot hoa sen khéc

xuat hién.

Muén vao clra phap mén Tinh D nay, diéu quan trong la hanh gid phai tin rang
cbi Cuc Lac la co that, va ddc Phat A Mi Pa ludn bao vé, san sang tiép dan
ching sinh nao tin tudng sau sac, siéng niém sau chit hong danh kéu tén cula
Ngai.

Tuy thudc vao cong hanh tu tap cao-thap cia hanh gid, ma c6 phdm vi hon-
kém, do doé chia thanh chin pham: t&r Ha Pham Ha Sinh 1én dén Thugng Pham
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Thugng Sinh.
Mac du ndi khai quat thi chi cé chin pham sen vang.

Nhung vi co6ng hanh cla nguoi tu tap rat khac biét, nén thuc té thi lai chia ra
dén vo lugng pham.

Vi vay, ching ta nén cé gang siéng nang, nghiém tdc niém Phat, lam cac hanh
lanh, phat Tam Bo6 D&, thuc hanh B6 Tat dao va nguyén thiét tha sinh vé c6i Cuc
Lac Tay phuong vinh hang.

Bai: Diéu Pao, TP.HCM
Tranh: Guo Tu -C.T MLS




